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Who’s who at Woodkirk
:

The Rev Amanda Barraclough, St Mary's Vicarage,
Dewsbury Road, Woodkirk, WF12 7JL 01924 472375
Email: vicar@stmarywoodkirk.org
Martin Randall 01924 464381
Derek Barraclough 01924 472375
Gail Townsend 0113 2528710
Gail Townsend 0113 2528710
Neal Pinder-Packard 0113 252 4001
Derek Barraclough 01924 472375
Glyn Jennings 01924 470272
John Hardcastle . 0113 258 745l
Sally Shaw 01924 475048
Gary Mortimer 0113 2528935
Gary Mortimer 0113 252 8935
Brian Walshaw 01924 479380
Glyn Jennings 01924 470272
Henry Gill 0113 253 0585
Dawn Tattersfield 0113 2525963
Brian Gledhill 01924 405790
Kath Randall 01924 464381
Neal Pinder-Packard 0113 2524001
Julie Hyde 0113 2521339
Email: julie@hyde3030.fsnet.co.uk
Contributions by the 15th of the month
Peter Crookes 01924 476721
Email: peter.crookes@talktalk.net
Contributions by Thursday evening
Janet Mann -113 253 9717
Brian Gledhill 01924 405790
Derek Barraclough 01924 472375

,Derek Barraclough, , Audrey Bourne,, Brian Gledhill, Malcolm Haigh, John Hardcastle Glyn Jennings, Gill Mahoney, Janet Mann, Gary Mortimer, Neal PinderPackard, Kath Randall, Sally Shaw, Dawn Tattersfield, Gail Townsend
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JW
Binks
Funeral Directors
www.jwbinks.co.uk
Traditional Funerals
Green and alternative funerals
Low Cost “Simple funerals”
On call 24 hours a day
Queen Street , Morley

0113 2532087
H WHITELEY AND SON
(MARTIN FOX)
MONUMENTAL SCULPTORS
CEMETERY LODGE, BRUNTCLIFFE LANE – MORLEY

EST. 1904
Private Address
116 VICTORIA ROAD
MORLEY
LEEDS
0113 252 8145

First Class Workmanship
Personal Attention
Reasonable Charges
Telephone 0113 253 4739 (Yard)
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CROFT HOUSE
VETERINARY CLINIC
378 Soothill Lane
Batley
West Yorkshire
Private off road parking
Please telephone or call for an appointment.
We are two minutes from the
'Babes in the Wood' pub.
We are happy to support
Woodkirk Parish Church.

Tel: 01924 474300
Garden Maintenance Services
Hard & soft Landscaping
Building Contractors
Block paving
Decking
Power washing and cleaning
Graffiti removal
Decorative printed paving (pressed concrete printing)
Fencing / Hedging / Grass cutting
Dry stone walling
Ian Hawkin
7 Haigh Moor View
Tingley
Wakefield
07850 670315 (Ian)
WF3 1EW
01132 531 573 (ask for Danny)
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PLUMB ING & HEATING

208400

Gas Installations
Service & Maintenance,
Landlords Gas Safety Checks
Boiler Upgrades,
Un-vented Hot Water Cylinder
General Plumbing & Heating Repairs

Free Estimates and friendly service

Tel: Lee Fowler 07949 292201
or Mark Walshaw 07949 928380
Manufacturers of Mattresses and Divans
Pocket Mattresses, Memory Foam, Drawer Divans
Zip and Link Options.
Unusual sizes catered for
Delivery service, Old beds disposed off.
Also
Full re-upholstery service available.
For Friendly advice and quotation contact
Tel. 01132 2525000
Lavender House
West End Approach
Morley
Leeds LS27 0NB
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N & P CHADWICK
Handmade Celebration Cakes

RETAIL BUTCHERS
& CONFECTIONERS

Novelty and Traditional
Also

Handmade sugar flowers and

19 SYKE ROAD
WEST ARDSLEY
WAKEFIELD

cake toppers

For details phone

TELEPHONE
0113 253 4635

J. Cullen
Plumbers, Property repairs, Fencing
Structural Storm Damage Repairs and
All Types of Building and Renovation Work
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL
380 Westerton Road, Tingley
24 Hours Emergency Call-out
Telephone 07831 446260 or 0113 253
6993
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Westerton Garage
108 Westerton Road
East Ardsley, Wakefield WF3 1PY
Phone/Fax 0113 2897736
Mobile 07809 164888
Major Servicing from
MOT
Tracking

£110.00
£40.00
£15.00

MOT Repairs, Welding, Exhausts, Clutches, Brakes,
Batteries, Tyres

No job too small!!! Give us a try!
Free Inspection and Quotation
Mon - Fri 8.30 am to 6.00 pm,
Sat 9.00 am to 1.00 pm

YOUR FUNCTION DESTINATION (J28)

www.woodkirkvalleycc.co.uk
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Annual Fee for advertising
Quarter page £25.00
Half page £45.00
Full page £85.00

March
Registers
Rihannon Marie Wright
Isla Caitlin Cooke
Peter Fascione

(77 )

Tingley
Tingley
Tingley
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APCM Vicar’s Report 2011.
A few months ago, having set my sat-nav for a journey, I then had to make a
few diversions, for petrol and provisions, before heading for the final destination. The sat-nav, of course, did not appreciate my intentions. It repeatedly told
me I was going in the wrong direction. I learnt a lot about myself from my response. I felt a desperate need to enlighten the sat-nav of my reasons for taking
these diversions, that it wasn’t all going wrong, I was simply preparing for the
journey.
Without these preparations we’d never have made it to the destination. But satnavs don’t listen, so the effort would have been a fruitless one. In many respects, I feel as if that is an analogy of the annual report this year. We have not
gone exactly where we might have anticipated on the basis of last year’s report,
but the diversion has been a necessary and purposeful one, and is, I believe,
already bearing fruit in the ministry of St. Mary’s. We are becoming better
equipped to get to where we are heading.
Last year I reported that, on the basis of our Transformational Plan, we intended
to organise a focused
in 2010 to build our engagement with
children and young families. You may have noticed that that didn’t happen. After a meeting of a group of PCC members with Martin Cavender from ReSource,
I felt a clear sense, as did both Martin Cavender and our own Martin, that some
preparation needed to be made before we could embark upon that particular
journey, filling up our own ‘tank’ of spiritual resources though prayer and a
deepening of our life of faith. If we were living our own spiritual life in
‘maintenance mode’, content with the depth of faith we already had, we couldn’t
grow a church into ‘mission mode’.
It is, I believe, one of the major problems with any Transformational Plan process. It becomes exactly that – a mechanistic process – something we do, and if
we get the ‘formula’ right, growth will happen. As if it all hangs on us. This year
we have recognised that growth is God’s work, and we need to work with him,
not just ‘work a bit harder’. That is humbling and has driven us to prayer.
The pattern of
changed in October to a regular
10am weekly service, which is seeing some gentle growth in numbers perhaps
because of its regularity. That has meant that the
has changed from a fortnightly to weekly event. With just 4 or 5 folk taking
part it may seem hardly worth mentioning in this report, but I am convinced that
it is one of the most significant gatherings in the life of this church. I don’t think
it’s entirely co-incidental that there have been more comments made about the
whole ‘feel’ of the place being more positive, more energised, since the
has
increased.
Concurrently with that, and maybe not entirely unrelated, has been the steady
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growth of new folk who are finding a home at St. Mary’s, each at their own
pace. Time and again, the
and the hospitality of the place
has been a point of particular comment. We should take great encouragement
from that, for that is the impact of the whole church congregation, not just the
Vicar!
As long as everyone is making a point of talking to someone they don’t know
before having a chat with those they do, we are allowing folk to experience the
warmth of God’s welcome in church. It is something we set as a particular focus
some 6 years ago, and people from both congregation and community are noticing the difference.

The
is a particular focus of growth, and one major challenge is to enable these young families to feel they are not just on the
fringes of the church but have a real say in future direction. To that end we
have encouraged them to give us contact details so that through electronic
communication (the natural mode of these younger folk) we can maintain a
steady flow of news and support. It seems to be a congregation with a momentum and life all of its own. We would have long since outgrown the building if
the old pattern of including baptisms in the service had been maintained! Or,
perhaps more accurately, the moving of the baptisms to a separate service has
given the space and flexibility to make growth possible.
It is increasingly recognised that churches that grow are those who have the
flexibility to offer a ‘mixed economy’ of provision, from the traditional to the
modern, allowing a variety of different congregations to find their own home
within the life of the church. The All-Age Worship service is not just a ‘stepping
stone’ to full belonging to a pattern of traditional worship – it is an entirely valid
means of belonging in its own right. I believe St. Mary’s will continue to be the
growing, vibrant place it is becoming as long as it embraces this rich variety.
One elusive ingredient, which many churches struggle to find, is the means to
help our
to one another. The
introduction in December of the
, presented to each youngster brought for baptism, has gone some way to build these links. These have
replaced the ‘I belong to God’ booklet provided by the Mothers’ Union, which
they have now found it impossible to obtain. It was recognised that in a culture
where fewer families own a Bible, it was vital to give young parents the tools to
help them deliver on the promises they make in baptism. The willingness of
congregation members to
has been both overwhelming and a
wonderful witness to these young families of the personal care of those who
have committed themselves not just to pay for a Bible but to pray for the child.
10

If you could see how moved many young families are by this gesture you would
know that the cost of a £6 Bible is a small price to pay. It is a wonderful witness
to the generosity of God, and I believe is giving those families a stronger sense
of belonging to a place they had had minimal contact with before their initial
approach.
All this focus on a ‘mixed economy’ of worship provision as the hallmark of a
growing church means any church has to be a
, able to accommodate a variety of congregations and user groups. Growing churches do not usually
need
worship space, but
space for multiple different small to
medium gatherings rather than for one large congregation.
That has to be at the heart of what we want to achieve when we explore the
. It is not just about the needs of the
traditional weekly congregation, who have no difficulty in recognising the increasingly urgent need for toilet and kitchenette facilities. As long as the decisions are
made only on the basis of what the traditional congregation requires (and PCCs
tend to be made up, almost exclusively, of these stalwart, committed folk) we will
limit our ability to make St. Mary’s a place ‘fit for purpose’ for the other users
whose needs are different but equally valid.

What is abundantly clear is that this project has to be a priority. Through a generous legacy this year, the PCC have been able to ring-fence £45,000 towards
the cost. The rest we will have to raise, some through exploring grants, as long
as we can satisfy the bodies who administer them that we are creating genuine
‘community space’ accessible to the wider community, not just better facilities
for those who choose to attend worship.
The rest will need to come through gifts towards the project, whose final costs
have yet to be established, but are likely to be around £60,000 plus professional
fees.
will be a growing priority in an economic climate where
council run space is likely to get less funding, and is scarce. The
is in heavy demand and that demand is likely to grow rather than diminish, as
hard-pressed community groups find themselves more able to survive if using
facilities not run for commercial profit.
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Our facilities, upgraded over the last few years, now offer an attractive alternative
to families planning parties too. A special thank you should go to Susan and
Brian Walshaw who take bookings and turn out to provide access far more
regularly than they used to when they first took on the role. Also to the stalwart
ladies whose availability to waitress at funeral teas in the Centre has been in
growing demand of late. All these means of both providing hospitality and
generating income will be of growing importance.
Our
continues to be a challenge, and whilst we have been able to ring
fence a good amount towards redevelopment, too many delays may mean we
need to eat into that pot to pay our Parish Share and running costs, which on a
month by month basis almost invariably exceed our income. We have no choice
in this – once we cannot pay our way, the Diocese will refuse the faculty
permissions we would need to pursue the project.
We are in a process of seeking to help our All-Age congregation to understand
the real costs of running St. Mary’s and increase their commitment to it through
e-mailed new-letters, but financial commitment is usually a reflection of how far
you feel you are a ‘stake-holder’ with a real say on the decisions being made. That
takes time to instill, but it is something we recognise as a priority. That’s not to
say that we shouldn’t all reconsider our own giving if we want to ensure the
project can become a reality.
I want to say a huge Thank you to Gary who has taken on the
’s role this
year, and is working to make it his own. I know it has been a steep learning curve
at times, and one he has spent many hours getting his head around. Thank you
too to Albert for his ready support and patient tutoring in the mysteries of
Diocesan financial expectations.

What it means to be part of the
is likely to change over the
coming years, as an entirely new Diocese is forged out of the merging of Ripon
and Leeds, Bradford and Wakefield.
This is still in consultation process, but is likely to mean that instead of being ‘on
the edge’ of the diocese, we will be more towards its geographical centre. We will
fall into a different archdeaconry, and be under the oversight of a new Bishop of
Leeds, along with some of our near neighbours who, like us, are in the council
district of Leeds. So, having changed deaneries only about 10 years ago, we will
once again find ourselves in a new deanery. It will mean little immediate change
for us, and only time will tell what the longer term impact will be.
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At least we are once again recognised in the Diocesan handbook as one of the
largest parishes, with around 18,000 parishioners, after the blip last year when
we dropped, in their records, to 12,200. That will bode well for future decision
–making when further clergy cuts are made – and I say ‘when’ and not ‘if’. So
many clergy are nearing retirement that those being trained cannot meet the
shortfall that is coming. We need to be prepared for that.
The growing confidence of the
is a vital piece in that jigsaw for us.
Not only are they becoming accustomed to leading small groups, through Lent,
but in recognising the priority we need to give to
have been
a veritable power-house of creative ideas.
Recognising that small groups for open prayer would not suit all, they have
worked hard at finding ways to help us all engage with prayer in new ways. The
Advent Prayer Calendar was down to them, as was the Posada, bringing prayer
into one another’s homes. The Group, which comprises myself and Derek, Gail,
Gary, Neal, Malcolm, Gill and the recently added Martin, worked in creative teams
to form Epiphany prayer points around the church.
It has to be said the response to these prayer points was disappointing and a
discouragement to folk who had worked so hard to put them together, but we
know that new strategies have to be tried – some will work instantly, others will
take time, and still others simply won’t get off the ground. The most encouraging
thing I see in these Core Group folk is their willingness to step outside their
comfort zone and try something new. They have found, I know, that that is the
way to grow spiritually, because FAITH is spelt R-I-S-K, and they are becoming
used to taking risks. It is something I hope all of us are learning because it is the
key to growth for us as individuals and for us as a church.
The key is ensuring St. Mary’s is the sort of place where folk feel they can try
something new, and be supported, and I see that in many ways. Lay folk planning
and delivering All-Age Worship, folk like Gail preaching occasionally, Core Group
members presenting weekly notices. It has made us an increasingly attractive
place to help those in training for accredited ministries, like Lay Readership, to
gain placement experience of late – folk like David Greenwood-Haigh. I believe
we gain as much from them as we give to them, and are the richer for it. We are
in this way creating an environment where accredited ministries can be nurtured
from within us more fruitfully.

13

New initiatives this year have included the expansion of our Nursing Home
ministry to include the newly established
, the inclusion of children
from a local school in our
, and my first opportunity to work in
with Yr. 11 RE classes – what I hope will be the first of
many invitations which I have spent so long working to secure. Work in the
primary schools continues apace, with regular opportunities for both assemblies
and in- class work.
II would love to be able to do more, and the opportunities are there, if I did but
have the time to take them. The growing call upon schools to provide ‘After School
Clubs’ means I could potentially offer a regular weekly activity session, perhaps
using the growing popularity of our resident puppets, Charlie and Alice, to
generate a
for youngsters.
This is part of taking what the church has to offer youngsters out into the
community rather than expecting youngsters to come to us at the time which best
suits the church(but not young families!). It would be another means of community engagement with young people, in addition to what is offered on our
premises. The problem is, the opportunity is there and I simply do not have the
time to fulfil it. One vicar can only do so much.
Having said that, I am hugely grateful to others who do so much. Gail’s ministry
to the housebound and elderly is wonderful – she has the knack of engaging folk
in real spiritual conversation they rarely have with me (being lay has its advantages – you’re not seen as the ‘expert’!). She is an constant supporter and is
always there behind the scenes. Martin is a stalwart when it comes to heavy
admin days, and is fast understanding the numerous idiosyncrasies of the
photocopier! Within a few months I hope he will feel ready to take on a funeral
or two – we’re doing what training we can in between Bedford visits!
Neal is a total star – this parish would have ground to a halt on numerous
occasions without his technological expertise, he has installed the new Vicarage
computer and coped with the glitches, is always on top of faculty applications,
insurance claims and initiatives like the new Welcome cards. Derek’s semiretirement has led to him not just taking on extra housework but many things
around the church, including the taking out and distributing of surplus magazine
stock at the end of each month to homes around the parish. He does more behind
the scenes than most would imagine – thank you!
Thanks to Julie for her continued commitment to the magazine despite the
production glitches, to Margaret Longden for her postal distribution service, to the
growing number of contributors and distributors. To Peter for maintaining the
notice board – yes, we are working towards replacing it – and for keeping up with
news-sheets. To so many others, whose commitment to this place keeps the
wheels turning – I couldn’t possibly mention everyone…
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It is said that the hardest years of parish ministry are the 5th to the 7th years. I
think it’s something to do with sustaining momentum and not falling into a rut.
Coming to the end of my 7th year here I have to say I have not found that to be
so, and that is down to the support I am given. Thank you to everyone who has
shown me that support in little ways or large.
It is also said that the really fruitful point of parish ministry is from year 8 to
year 12 of a vicar’s time there. By then folk have got to know them, and real
relationships have been forged which allows mutual trust to flourish. Well, we’re
about to enter year 8 – let’s see. All I know is that any fruit that happens is
down to God’s work amongst us. Our task is simply to be faithful and prayerful
and watch God at work. And in my mind, there’s no more exciting thing to see,
and no more wonderful thing to be involved in.

My Favourite service of the year!
Sometimes I am asked, especially when going into school classrooms to be
cross-examined about life as a Vicar, what my favourite service of the year is. I
expect the children expect me to say Christmas carols services or something of
that sort.
In fact, my favourite service is one which might be one of the more overlooked
services of the year, with only around 15 folk present. The Easter Eve reflective
service takes a fair bit of preparation as the church is transformed from the stark
gloom of Good Friday. We leave on the Friday, feeling wrung out emotionally, and
the church feels like the tomb – a place of sorrow. Desolate and dark.
But before the 8.30pm Easter Eve service on the Saturday night, the whole
building has become a theatre of resurrection. You walk through the door and all
your senses tell you “Something special has happened!!” It doesn’t matter how
often I experience it, my senses tingle every time. I won’t tell you any more for fear
of divulging too much for those of you who might wish to experience it for the
first time this year. Come along and see for yourself!
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“Rock ‘n Roll”
Easter Holiday Activity Morning!
Saturday 16th April 2011
10am - 1pm
St. Mary’s Parish Centre
Fun, crafts and games
for children aged 4-11
£3 per child.
To book your place and avoid
disappointment,
ring Amanda on 01924 472375
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Child of the Covenant by Michelle Guinness
I first met Michelle whilst living at Normanton, her husband Peter was appointed curate to All Saints parish church, and we quickly realised that she was
a little bit different. Her great grandparents had fled from Lithuania during the
reign of Tsar Nicholas, her grandmother had said when asked” he wasn’t bad”
she said “just weak, he allowed his Cossacks to ride rough-shod over Jewish
communities, looting, pillaging, killing as they went” it was her father that had
arrived here penniless in an overcrowded boat which arrived on the Tyne quay.
The book tells the story of a girl growing up in the Newcastle Jewish community
with its firm Judaic roots and traditions. She attended a Church of England
school as there was no other local school. After school Michelle would go to the
Synagogue to learn Hebrew and the Torah. A turning point for her was when
the school attended the York Mystery plays production, which started her on a
voyage of exploration and discovery. Michelle does not refer to herself as a
Christian but as a completed Jew, a Jew that has found the Messiah. In the
book we read of her upbringing, Jewish traditions, struggles with her beliefs and
marriage to ‘a Goyim’. This book is an excellent read funny, informative and
spiritually uplifting. I won’t go much further I will let you discover Michelle’s
story through the book. As I said earlier she is not a typical Christian or clergy
wife, she likes to dress colourfully as from her Jewish roots, questions some traditions and beliefs.
Michelle went on to become a celebrated author and speaker of some renown; I
even feature briefly in one of her early books, but only briefly! A few years on
our paths crossed again as Ben went to study at Lancaster. The church that he
chose to worship in, Saint Thomas’s had Peter Guinness as the vicar, another
God incident in our lives. It seems perfectly appropriate that I write this review
with Easter approaching. So put down your Catherine Cookson, Agatha Christie
etc. and read of a real life drama and a love story that will enrich each reader’s
life.
As with the other books reviewed, this book can be found at the back of church.
If you do read it please let us know your thoughts.
May God Bless You This Easter.
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St. Catherine.
With the Royal Wedding coming up this month I thought I would look to see who Saint’s day
it would be on 29th April. I found out it was St.
of Siena. What a coincidence, so I
decided to look her up and share some of her life with you. Catherine is said to be one of the
most extraordinary figures in Christian history. Born a twin into a family of comfortable means,
already with twenty-two children, she soon showed herself both devout and determined – inheriting, it has been said, the first quality from her father and second from her mother.
When her favourite sister died suddenly in 1362, she was only in her teens but she made a
vow of virginity and retreated into a regime of penance and austerity. When her mother tried
to persuade her to marry, she cut off all her hair to make herself unattractive. Her mother, the
determined parent, treated her like a household servant rather than a daughter. Then another
sister died and Catherine virtually gave up eating for the rest of her life. By the time she was
twenty-one her spiritual life had developed to the point where she experienced “mystical espousals” with Christ, accompanied by a call to abandon her private penitential way of life and
become more active on behalf of others. At first she did not understand God and that doing
his work was to become the cornerstone of her belief and actions.
She combined years of intense mystical inner life with devotion to the sick and the poor, especially during the famine in 1370, followed by an outbreak of plague in 1374. When she felt
called to preach, even she felt that God was asking the wrong thing of her as a woman. Her
confessor Raymund of Capua, reminded her that Jesus had chosen the weak and despised to
teach the mighty and proud. Convinced she was inspired by the Holy Spirit, she preached to
huge effect, despite objection from civil and church authorities: “I will go and I will do as the
Holy Spirit inspires me,” she told the authorities. She preached and acted against the evils of
poverty, also she preached and acted against corruption in the church. When Urban VI was
elected Pope, he summoned her to Rome to support him. And there she gathered a “spiritual
family” with whom she lived in community. She tried to assemble a “council” to promote unity
and reform in the church, but when this failed she went on hunger strike and collapsed after a
month. She then agreed to take minimal nourishment, but she had done her body too much
damage and died at the age of thirty-three.
All that she did stemmed from her sense of union with Christ. We know of her inner state
from The Dialogue (which she called “my book”) dictated between 1377 and 1378 to help and
instruct her “spiritual family”. In 1970 Pope Paul VI proclaimed her a Doctor of the Church, the
only lay woman to receive the title in the history of the church. Jesus, speaking to Catherine, in
the Dialogue:
‘You must love others with the same pure love with which I love you. But you cannot do this
for me because I love you without being loved by you…. You cannot repay me. But you must
give this love to other people, loving them without being loved by them. You must love them
without any concern for your spiritual or material profit, but only for the glory and praise of my
name, because I love them
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Updated Church Web Site
In March, the St Mary's web site was updated. This was partly for aesthetic purposes but also to provide more information about what St Mary's is about, and
offer more ways to get involved in church life.
So what's new?
·
·

·
·
·
·
·

add a reflection or person/situation you would like to
other visitors to the site to pray for.
– if you live far away and wish to make a donation to
St Mary’s, use the Donate button on the right-hand sidebar. This enables
you to make a secure donation to us.
the new theme is easier to maintain an organised structure, and provide more information on the front page.
sign up for monthly news from St Mary's
Use the Info button above to pull down details on our vision from our Transformational Plan.
– recent events now on every page in the right sidebar,
and access to our new monthly newsletter and Twitter feed.
these are available 'embedded' into the page so you don't
even need to do a download to read it!

We've also been very successful with visitors using the Amazon search box
which enables us to get a commission for everything purchased. Due to this
success we have signed up for a more comprehensive scheme which involves
hundreds of online retailers, all of which will support St Mary's. There should be
an update in the May magazine with far more information about this.
As always, if you have any suggestions please let me know!
Pay a visit today at
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Albert’s ‘Phrases & Sayings’ Quiz
Amanda has given me a list of over 70 sayings that originated in the Bible. I’ve
mixed 10 of these with 10 Shakespeare quotations, but which is which?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

`

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.
Frailty, thy name is woman.
A fly in the ointment.
More in sorrow than in anger.
A drop in the bucket.
Neither a borrower nor a lender be.
A wolf in sheep’s clothing.
To the manor born.
As old as the hills.
Brevity is the soul of wit.
At his wits end.
I must be cruel only to be kind.
Bite the dust.
More sinned against than sinning.
Can a leopard change its spots?
Full of the milk of human kindness.
Eat, drink and be merry.
It is a wise father that knows his own child.
In the twinkling of an eye.
The world’s mine oyster.

Milk Bottle Tops

A great big thank you to all who have collected for this appeal.
Unfortunately the lad y who was collecting hem has decided to stop, but was
very grateful for the 10,000 that have been collected.
Thank you all once again.
For those of you who would like to continue to collect - my daughter is collecting USED STAMPS for the “Guide Dogs for the Blind”.
Thank you
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Mothers Union Summer Outing
This year we are having our day out on Monday June 27th ,being picked up by
coach outside St. Mary,s at 9am, traveling to the North Yorkshire town of Thirsk,
where it is market day, spending approx one and a half hours there, shopping,
having a coffee whatever you like then traveling on to the Castlegate Quay ,
Stockton on Tees to board The Teesside Princess at 1.45pm for a three and a
half hour return leisurely river cruise . Experience the river in all its seasonal
glory whilst being pampered in deluxe surroundings .The cruise includes Traditional Roast Dinner ,(Roast Beef, Roast Potatoes, 3 Seasonal Veg, Yorks Pud &
gravy & there is a Vegetarian Option, followed by Hot Apple Pie & Cream, Tea or
Coffee) We will return to the Quayside at 5.30pm. returning to church approx
8pm.
The cost per person for all this is just £28, a non refundable deposit of £10 is all
it takes to secure a place for you on this wonderful day out. Everyone is welcome you don,t have to be a Mother's Union Member or even Female !!
Please telephone Betty on 0113 252 4960 or Kath on 01924 464381 to book.

Race For Life
The Guides and Rangers have recently found out that our unit helper, Anne, is
diagnosed with Myeloma, a form of cancer in the blood and bones. She is doing
well and fighting this awful disease but while she is receiving treatment she is
not able to attend Guides and we all miss her loads. We would like to wish her
a speedy recovery and hope she comes back to us very soon.
Without the treatment pioneered by Cancer Research UK Anne might not be
doing so well. As a thank you to the charity we intend to complete the ‘Race for
Life’ in Temple Newsam, Leeds on 26th June in Anne’s name. We are hoping that
Anne will be at the finish line to meet us and then we are hoping to get together
for a big celebratory picnic (weather permitting). If any of the female members of
the church family would like to join us in our 5km walk (either in Anne’s name
or with someone else in mind) they are most welcome. We are hoping to take a
large group of children so any adults willing to support us and participate would
be very helpful.
If you are interested please contact Vikki on 07841513530.
Thank you.

23

Snowmen to the Rescue
We all had a very enjoyable evening in February when we held a Snowman Drive.
The sound of laughter and chatter was a bonus to the money raised for Christian
Aid.
We raised £168.90 which contributed to a total to press of £752.15 raised by
Churches in Morley. This will increase when the proceeds from the final held at
Greenside Methodist are added.
Unfortunately the Hamper of Fairtrade goods, the prize for winner was not won
by our winner Margaret Longden. There was a prize for the winner of the young
people but our winner Oliver Appleyard was unable to attend as he was involved
in a Birthday. Hope you had a lovely time.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of this event, the ladies
who prepared and served the refreshments and Albert who provided a quiz for
the second half and all who attended and St. Mary’s for the use of the Centre.
The money will be put to good use in providing practical help and advice to
countries emerging from severe poverty.

Playgroup Update
What’s been happening at Playgroup? We are learning about shapes this term
and have had lots of fun printing with circles, eating triangular pizzas and cutting and sticking to make a house of squares!
The role of Playgroup Supervisor was advertised in February and an interview
process followed, I was delighted to accept the role on a permanent basis. So I
look forward to providing the best possible start for children at St Mary’s playgroup, working alongside a great team!
We are going to be raising money to support CLIC Sargent’s charity for childhood cancer. ‘Yummy Mummy’ week, commences the 28th March and we will
be holding a raffle and asking the children to wear pink or red and make a donation. Feel free to pop along and purchase a ticket or two, to help a good
cause, or contact me to make a donation.
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Diary for April and early May 2011
Sat 2nd
3rd

Sun
MOTHERING
SUNDAY
Tues 5th

Wed 6th
Thurs 7th
Sun 10th
Mon 11th
Tues 12th

10am-1pm
8am
10.30am
12.30pm
2-3.30pm

Holy Communion (said)
Holy Communion (sung) & JAM Club
Baptism Service
‘Praying the Scriptures’ Lent Group
Session 4 – Vicarage
7.30-9.00pm ‘ Praying the Scriptures’ Lent Group
Session 4 – Vicarage
9.15am
Church open for prayer
10am
Holy Communion (Common Worship) &
refreshments
11am
Holy Communion at Soothill Manor
10.30am
12 noon
7.30pm
2-3.30pm
7.30-9.00pm

Wed 13th
Sat 16th

Work for Church morning

9.15am
10am
10am-1pm

All-Age Worship
Holy Communion
PCC meeting in Parish Centre
‘Praying the Scriptures’ Lent Group
Session 5 – Vicarage
‘Praying the Scriptures’ Lent Group
Session 5 – Vicarage
Church open for prayer
Holy Communion (Iona setting) & refreshments
‘Rock ‘n’ Roll’ Activity Morning for children aged
4-11 (see article)

Holy Week begins
Sun 17th

10.30am

Palm Sunday Communion & JAM Club

Mon 18th

12 noon

Tues 19th
Wed 20th

2pm
7pm
7pm
10am

First Steps Service ‘Henry’s Easter Egg’ – Parish
Centre
Mothers’ Union meeting in Parish Centre
Compline (Short Service of Night Prayer)
Compline (Short Service of Night Prayer)
Holy Communion (1662 setting) & refreshments
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Thurs 21st

Fri 22nd

9.30am
10.30am
11am
7.30pm
12 noon -3pm

Hill-Top Easter Service in Church
Chrism Mass at Wakefield Cathedral
Holy Communion at Lydgate Lodge
Holy Communion with foot-washing
At the foot of the cross

Sat 23rd

8.30pm

Easter Eve reflective service

Sun 24th

8am
10.30am
9.15am
10am

Holy Communion (said)
All-Age Communion for Easter
Church open for prayer
Holy Communion (extended) with healing prayer

Sun 1st

10.30am
12.30pm

Holy Communion & JAM Club
Baptism Service

Wed 4th

9.15am
10am

Church open for prayer
Holy Communion (Common Worship) &
refreshments
Home Group at 12, Woollin Crescent
(Home of Gail & Dave Townsend)
Holy Communion at Soothill Manor

Wed 27th

8pm
Thurs 5th
Sun

8th

Mon 9th

11am
10.30am
12 noon
12 noon
7.30pm

All-Age Worship
Holy Communion
‘First Steps’ service – Parish Centre
‘Henry’s Grandad moves house’
PCC meeting in Parish Centre
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Albert’s Quiz Answer
1. All the odd numbered sayings originate from the Bible.
2. The even numbered phrases are quotes from Shakespeare!
I know which plays the Shakespeare quotes come from, but if you want to pin
point the Bible sayings you’d better have a word with Amanda.

Glad to be British at Easter.
Easter is THE time of year when I am SO glad to be British.
Why?
Because we are fortunate enough to be able to celebrate Easter, with its message
of new life, when the world around us is also bursting with new life.
In many other countries of the world, Easter is celebrated in seasons where life
is dying back, or even in their winter season!
How much easier it is to celebrate when what we see around us echoes the great
truths we are celebrating.
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Recipe for a day
Take a little dash of cold water,
And a little leaven of prayer.
Add a little bit of sunshine gold
Dissolved in the morning air.
Add to your meal some merriment
And a thought for kith and kin
And then as your prime ingredient
Plenty of work thrown in.
But spice it over with the essence of love
And a little whiff of play.
Let a wise old book and a glance above
Complete the well made day.

Jam Club
Come along and join in with the singing, story telling, arts and crafts. Children
of all ages are welcome.

Sunday morning 10.30
in the parish centre.
Join in the fun. For more information contact Amanda at the vicarage.
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Holiday Home to Let

ANDREW ROPER

PAINTER &
DECORATOR
Sandgreen, Gatehouse-of-Fleet, South West
Scotland
Spacious 3 /4 bedroom bungalow
Family friendly
Direct access to sandy beach
Large private garden with stunning views
For more information please contact:
brackenrigginfo@btinternet.com

WALLPAPER HANGING
Tel; 01132 189 324.
Mob; 07855 169 672.
30 years experience
Spenslea Grove, Morley
Leeds , Ls 27 0dz.

29

Contractors Ltd

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
MAINTENANCE ~ Grass Cutting ~ Hedge & Tree
work ~ Herbicide application ~ Site Clearance
SOFT LANDSCAPING ~Turfing ~ Seeding ~ Top
Soiling ~ Planting ~ Mulching
HARD LANDSCAPING ~ Paving & Block Paving
~ Fencing & Decking ~ Garage & Shed bases ~
Playground Installation ~ Drainage ~ Drop kerbs
& Crossings ~ Excavation ~ Muck shifting

SELF DRIVE OR CPCS TRAINED OPERATORS
MINI DIGGER HIRE ~ 1 tonne to 5 tonne
JCB Loadall ~ Rotavators ~ Stihl Saw ~ Concrete Mixers ~
Hydraulic Concrete Breaker ~ Post Hole Borer

FREE QUOTATION

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Grit Sand
Gravel
Building Sand

Hardcore

Ballast

Quality Turf

Cement

Top Soil

BULK BAGS TO BULK LOADS ~ DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR
OLD HALL HOUSE, WESTERTON ROAD, TINGLEY, WAKEFILED, WF3 1PZ
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WOODKIRK
POST OFFICE
S & J DEPUTY

Rhythm Time
Early Learning Through Music
Classes in your area now

Quality Music Classes

Where Fun and Education come first
3 Age Groups
1. Babies 0-15 months
NEWSAGENT AND GENERAL 2. Toddlers 15 months - 3 years
3. Pre-school 3-5 years
NATIONAL LOTTERY

PERSONAL SERVICE

Helps Language development
Develops Confidence and
Co-ordination

1041 LEEDS ROAD
DEWSBURY

Call for a FREE trial session

TELEPHONE
01924 472547

0113 252 4871
www.rhythmtime.net

Centurion Windows
Established Over 20 Years

PVC-U WINDOWS AND DOORS
PATIO DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES
REPLACEMENT SOFFITS - FASCIAS BARGEBOARDS - GUTTERS
DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS REPLACED

For a FREE estimate and competitive quote
Telephone: 01132 532661 Mobile: 07876685582
Email: grahamdunbar48@btinternet.com
8 West Lea Drive,Tingley
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ANTHONY KLINE BERG
OPTICIANS
64 Bradford Road, East Ardsley, Wakefield WF32EY
Tel. 01924 872702
Precision & Quality Eyewear at Great Prices
Full Eye Examination only £10.00
(Including Glaucoma Screening)
(Eye tests FREE for Children and over 60’s)
Superb range of frames and
Free 2nd Pair
Late evening appointments available
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BENNETT OF MORLEY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
ooooooo0ooooooo
Tel 0113 2525374
An independent family business,
the 5th generation of the Marshall
family who were established in
1891. The family pride themselves
on their caring and understanding
of the bereaved and offer a complete
funeral service including a pre-paid
funeral 'plan'.

ooooooo0ooooooo

CONSULTANTS
CHRISTINE BENNETT
RACHEL STONES
RESIDENCE
3 HOLLY COURT
TINGLEY
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What’s on
3rd Monday in the month 7:30pm
Brenda Dixon 0113 253 4078
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9:45am-12:15pm
Lisa Fyffe 0776 1762661
Tuesday 7:30pm
Vikki Springett 07841 513530
Wednesday 9:15-11:00am
Jenny Willert 07950 278268
2nd, 4th & 5th Wednesdays 7:15pm
Derek Barraclough 01924 473375
Thursday 6.00pm
Elizabeth Reid 07725 311023
Thursday 7.00pm
Hannah Tombling 01924 501892
Thursday 8:00pm
Margaret Hampshire 01924 476721
1st & 3rd Thursdays 2:00pm
Clarice Gough 0113 252 7436
Friday 5:00pm
Gail Townsend 0113 252 8710
Friday 6:30pm
Gail Townsend 0113 252 8710
Friday 7:45pm
Trevor Holdsworth 0113 253 0927
Friday 7:45pm
Chris Ingham 0113 252 9976
Last Sunday of the month (term time) 5:00-6:30pm
Amanda Barraclough 01924 472375
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10:30am

Parish Communion & Jam Club

8:00am
12.30pm

Holy Communion
Baptism Service

10:30am
12:00

Family Service
Holy Communion

10:15am
12:30pm

The Gro-Zone interactive worship in the
Parish Centre
Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child

10:00am

Holy Communion

7:15 pm
8:00pm

Prayer Group
Holy Communion

11:00am

Holy Communion at Soothill Manor

8:45am

Morning Prayer

To arrange for
or
any general matter, please contact the vicar, Amanda Barraclough
St Mary's Vicarage, Dewsbury Road, Woodkirk, WF12 7JL 01924 472375
Email: vicar@stmarywoodkirk.org
To
please contact the Wedding Coordinator, Gail
Townsend, 0113 2528710
Email: weddings@stmarywoodkirk.org
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