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Who’s who at Woodkirk 
 

Vicar of St Mary'sVicar of St Mary'sVicar of St Mary'sVicar of St Mary's:   The Rev Amanda Barraclough,  
    St Mary's Vicarage, Dewsbury Road,  
    Woodkirk, WF12. 7JL  Tel: 01924 472375 
    Email: vicar@stmarywoodkirk.org 

Lay Pastoral Ministers:Lay Pastoral Ministers:Lay Pastoral Ministers:Lay Pastoral Ministers:  Derek Barraclough 01924 472375 
    Gail Townsend 0113 2528710 

Churchwardens:Churchwardens:Churchwardens:Churchwardens:      Neal Pinder-Packard 0113 252 4001 
    Gail Townsend 0113 2528710 

Deputy churchwardens:Deputy churchwardens:Deputy churchwardens:Deputy churchwardens: Derek Barraclough 01924 472375 
                Glyn Jennings 01924 470272    

Organist: Organist: Organist: Organist:                         John Hardcastle . 0113 258 745l  
PCC Secretary: PCC Secretary: PCC Secretary: PCC Secretary:         JJJJulie Hyde 0113 2521339 
 

PCC Treasurer PCC Treasurer PCC Treasurer PCC Treasurer         Gary Mortimer 0113 252 8935 

Social Chairman:Social Chairman:Social Chairman:Social Chairman:            Brian Gledhill 01924 405790    

Parish Centre Hire: Parish Centre Hire: Parish Centre Hire: Parish Centre Hire:     Brian Walshaw 01924 479380 
Parish Centre Manager:Parish Centre Manager:Parish Centre Manager:Parish Centre Manager: Glyn Jennings 01924 470272 
 

Parish Legacy Officer: Parish Legacy Officer: Parish Legacy Officer: Parish Legacy Officer:     To be advised 
Child Protection Officer:Child Protection Officer:Child Protection Officer:Child Protection Officer:  Dawn Tattersfield 0113 2525963 

Health & Safety OfficerHealth & Safety OfficerHealth & Safety OfficerHealth & Safety Officer    Brian Gledhill 01924 405790    
Electoral Roll Officer:Electoral Roll Officer:Electoral Roll Officer:Electoral Roll Officer: Dave Townsend 0113 2528710 

Data Protection Officer:Data Protection Officer:Data Protection Officer:Data Protection Officer: Neal Pinder-Packard 0113 2524001 
 

Magazine Editor &Magazine Editor &Magazine Editor &Magazine Editor &        David Townsend 0113 2528710  

Weekly News Sheet:.Weekly News Sheet:.Weekly News Sheet:.Weekly News Sheet:. Email: dave2408.townsend@gmail.com   
    Magazine Articles by the 20th of the month. 
       Mobile: 07745 301746 
    Contributions for the Weekly Sheet  
    by Thursday evening please. 
 

Deanery Synod rep:Deanery Synod rep:Deanery Synod rep:Deanery Synod rep:    Brian Gledhill 01924 405790  
 
       
Elected Members of the Parochial Church Council:Elected Members of the Parochial Church Council:Elected Members of the Parochial Church Council:Elected Members of the Parochial Church Council:    
Elizabeth Aveyard, Derek Barraclough, Brian Gledhill, John Hardcastle,  
Julie Hyde, Glyn Jennings, Gill Mahoney, Ian Marchant, Averille Milburn,  
Gary Mortimer, Neal Pinder-Packard, Dawn Tattersfield, Dave Townsend,  
Gail Townsend. 
If you enjoy the magazine— a donation of 50p really helps to keep it going! 
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In this Month’s Magazine: 

Features: 

• Freedom - is it free?       P10 

• 101 Years ago at St. Mary’s - who’d have thought..  P12 

• The Woodkirk Rebels - shocking behaviour in C17  P14 

• All Age Service - Christian Aid Week with Eggs!  P17 

• Churchyard help needed      P19 

• Cathedral’s New Nave - sneaky look    P20 

• Wakefield’s 125th Birthday      P21 

• The Coachbuilder is 101      P22 

• Special Good Samaritan Sunday     P27 

• Growing in the Scriptures      P29 

• The Mouseman of Kilburn      P30 

• The Black Country explored      P34 

 

Also this Month: 

• Garden Party 15th June!      P11 

• Playgroup Update        P28 

• Rainbow News - NEW!       P28 

• Poetry Corner: Flaming June!     P32 

• Sandra’s Seasonal Suggestions      P33 

• Cartoon Fun        P35 

• Scout Association  - Keep Up!     P36 

• Misha the Church mouse…      P38 

• Albert’s Quiz        P39 

• Diary for June and Early July      P40 

• Long Distance Magazine - Scotland?    P42 

• Plus much more ...see Contents on Page 9 for full listing. 
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JW Binks 

   Funeral Directors 
www.jwbinks.co.uk 
 Traditional Funerals 

Green and alternative funerals 

Low cost “simple funerals” 
On call 24 hours a day 

   Queen Street, Morley   

0113 253 2087 

H WHITELEY AND SON 

(MARTIN FOX) 

MONUMENTAL SCULPTORS 
CEMETERY LODGE, BRUNTCLIFFE LANE – MORLEY 

EST. 1904  

Private Address 
116 VICTORIA ROAD 

MORLEY 

LEEDS 

0113 252 8145  

First Class Workmanship 

Personal Attention 

Reasonable Charges 

Telephone 0113 253 4739 (Yard)  
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CROFT HOUSE  

VETERINARY CLINIC 

 378 Soothill Lane 

Batley 

 West Yorkshire 
 

Private off road parking 
Please telephone or call for an appointment. 

 

We are two minutes from the  
'Babes in the Wood' pub. 

 

We are happy to support  
Woodkirk Parish Church. 

Tel: 01924 474300 

Garden Maintenance Service 
� Hard and Soft Landscaping 

� Building contractors 

� Block paving 

� Decking 

� Power washing and cleaning 

� Graffiti Removal 

� Decorative printed paving (pressed concrete printing) 

� Fencing/Hedging/Grass Cutting 

� Dry stone walling 

Ian Hawkin 
7 Haigh Moor View 
Tingley 
Wakefield 
WF3 1EW 

07850 670315 (Ian) 

01132 531573 (ask for Danny) 
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PLUMBING & HEATING Gas Installations  

Service & Maintenance,  

Landlords Gas Safety Checks  

Boiler Upgrades 

Un-vented Hot Water Cylinder 

General Plumbing & Heating Repairs 

Free Estimates and friendly service 

Tel: Lee Fowler 07949 292201  

or Mark Walshaw 07949 928380 

  208400 
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J. Cullen 

Plumbers, Property repairs, Fencing 

Structural Storm Damage Repairs and  

All Types of Building and Renovation Work 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 

380 Westerton Road, Tingley 

24 Hours Emergency Call-out 

Telephone 07831 446260 or 0113 253 6993 
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Don’t forget to look at events  

on   

St Mary’s website. 

Have a look at  

the Daily Newspaper on 

the website: 

 

 

 

 

www.stmarywoodkirk.org  

WOODKIRK VALLEYWOODKIRK VALLEYWOODKIRK VALLEYWOODKIRK VALLEY    

COUNTRY CLUBCOUNTRY CLUBCOUNTRY CLUBCOUNTRY CLUB    
YOUR FUNCTION DESTINATION (J28) 

LEEDS ROAD, DEWSBURYLEEDS ROAD, DEWSBURYLEEDS ROAD, DEWSBURYLEEDS ROAD, DEWSBURY    

0113 252 31390113 252 31390113 252 31390113 252 3139    

www.woodkirkvalleycc.co.uk     

∗∗∗∗    WEDDING RECEPTIONS              WEDDING RECEPTIONS              WEDDING RECEPTIONS              WEDDING RECEPTIONS              ∗∗∗∗    CHARITY EVENTSCHARITY EVENTSCHARITY EVENTSCHARITY EVENTS    

∗∗∗∗    CONFERENCES                   CONFERENCES                   CONFERENCES                   CONFERENCES                   ∗∗∗∗    CHRISTENING PARTIESCHRISTENING PARTIESCHRISTENING PARTIESCHRISTENING PARTIES    

∗∗∗∗    COMMUNITY EVENTS                 COMMUNITY EVENTS                 COMMUNITY EVENTS                 COMMUNITY EVENTS                 ∗∗∗∗    PRIVATE PARTIESPRIVATE PARTIESPRIVATE PARTIESPRIVATE PARTIES    

∗∗∗∗    CHILDREN’S PARTIES                     CHILDREN’S PARTIES                     CHILDREN’S PARTIES                     CHILDREN’S PARTIES                     ∗∗∗∗    FUNERAL TEASFUNERAL TEASFUNERAL TEASFUNERAL TEAS    

DCDCDCDC    

    
Caring for the Elderly 

 

Qualified Carer 

Mobile  

0795 5094048 

Telephone 

0113 2526370 

Email 

dccaring453@hotmail.co.uk 
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Welcome! 
Enjoy reading this Parish magazine 
and, if you wish to know more about 
Church Groups, please get in touch 
with the Movers and Shakers - their 
names are on the inside front & 
inside back covers. 
You'd be most welcome to join us for 
worship. Service times are on the 
back page. We look forward to 
seeing you soon. Meanwhile may 
God bless you and all whom you 
love. 

Parish News by post 

This magazine can be delivered 
monthly by sending a minimum 
donation of £9 a year to cover 
magazine costs, post and packaging 
to: Margaret Longden, 64 Woodkirk 
Gardens, Dewsbury WF12 7JA. Call 
Margaret on 01924 473064. It's a 
brilliant gift for friends or family living 
near or far.  Cheque's to Woodkirk 
PCC please. 

Web site & Twitter 

Further news and pictures of what is 
happening at St Mary's can be found 
on our web site located at: 
 www.stmarywoodkirk.org 

Copies of the magazine can be 
downloaded from the web site. 

We are on Twitter: twitter.com/
stmarywoodkirk 

Wheelchair Access 
A wheelchair is available to help 
people move easily between the 
church and Dewsbury Road.  
Just ask.  
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Free at Last! 
Revd. Amanda explores what it means to be free. 

 As I write, the news reports are full of the unfolding events in Ohio 
as three young women are liberated after around a decade in captivity. 
It has caught our imagination. Not only is it great to have a good news 
story which is more than an ‘and finally…’ at the end of the news report, 
it stirs something deep within us, as we ponder the ordeal which we 
cannot begin to comprehend.  
 What did it feel like to be that young women, Amanda Berry, who 
first raised the alarm, as she stepped outside her prison and 
experienced that first tantalising taste of freedom for the first time in 10 
years? What desperation was in that voice as she feared the return of 
her captor before the arrival of the police? And for those in the house 
as the police arrived to set them free, what joys and fears were 
awakened as they stepped into the open air for the first time? 
 Just as we cannot comprehend what the past years have held for 
those women, we struggle to imagine what their future will feel like to 
them. It will undoubtedly take many years of support and counselling to 
enable them to embrace the freedom which has been restored to them. 
 I can imagine the unfamiliarity of the choices we take for granted 
will be a struggle to adjust to. Like someone who, having won the 
Lottery, has many new and unfamiliar choices open to them, there is 
always the danger of making poor choices which create further 
damage. Or, preferring the familiarity of entrapment, there is the danger 
they may lead a life of agoraphobia where the entrapment comes from 
within when there is no outward captor to impose it.  
 It will take time and wise guidance to enable freedom to be truly 
experienced. They may be physically free, but are they able to live in 
that freedom? Maybe that’s what strikes a chord with us. We know 
what it feels like to be trapped, even if we are physically free. Trapped 
by the expectations of others, trapped by the circumstances of our 
lives, trapped in a cycle of self-doubt or addiction or fear, trapped by 
the voices of the past which hound us and goad us. We wonder what it 
would feel like to be truly free. A story illuminates this well: 
 Alice in Wonderland came to a fork in the road. Icy panic stung 
her as she stood frozen by indecision. She lifted her eyes to heaven, 
looking for guidance. Her eyes did not find God, only the Cheshire Cat 
leering at her from his perch in the tree above.  
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“Which way should I go?” blurted out 
Alice.  
 “That depends..” said the cat, 
fixing a sardonic smile on the confused 
girl.  
 “On what?” Alice replied.  
 “On your destination. Where are 
you going?” queried her Cheshire 
friend.  
 “I don’t know…” stammered Alice.  
 “Then,” said the cat, his grin 
spreading ever wider, “it really doesn’t matter.” 
 Today’s world has many Alices. When choices need to be made, 
the lack of any sense of life’s destination means that any path is 
possible. We have been sold that as “True freedom”. I could make any 
choice I want. I am completely free. That’s not what it felt like being 
Alice. For Alice, freedom would have been the certainty that she was 
heading in the right direction. Wandering about aimlessly through life, 
not knowing where we are going, whatever else it is, is not true 
freedom. 
 From Advent, at the start of December, to Pentecost, towards the 
end of May, we have focussed on the story at the heart of Christian 
faith – the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus, and the coming 
of the Holy Spirit on his followers. That Spirit is given to enable us to 
live in the freedom Jesus came to bring. A freedom which doesn’t 
mean I can take any road I want, but one which allows us to become 
the person we have the God-given potential to be by following him. 
That takes some unpacking. Are we able to live in that freedom?  
 So, from June through to November, the other half of the year, 
we explore what that feels like. We, like those three young women, 
stand on the brink of a new life of freedom and hope. Can we live in 
the good of the freedom which has been won for us?  

 
Revd. Amanda 

Come to our Garden Party on 15th June ! 

Come along and have a great day out with tombolas, plant stalls, 
games, bottle stalls, lots of food and much more. Good weather 
guaranteed! (Well hopefully). Its 10:30am to 3:00pm - see you 
there! 
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Parish News from 1912. 
This is the News letter from the August 1912 edition of this Magazine, 
101 years ago. The front cover of this magazine is a copy of the 1912 
edition too. It is not entirely certain who the author was, but may well 
have been the vicar Revd. John Taylor Hammond, if not him a 
Church Warden. Some of the challenges of the day are as real then 
as they are today: 
 
 At last we were rewarded with a fine after-noon for our Open-air 
Service on July 7th, when a large congregation gathered, and the 
collection for the Sunday School brings up the Anniversary 
collections to the amount of other years. The service itself was 
beautiful, and at the request of many, it is decided to continue this 
form of service on the first Sunday in each month when the weather 
is favourable. 
 In spite of the cold day, a successful garden party and sale of 
work was held at Moor Grange on Saturday, July 20th, arranged by 
the members of the Ladies and Girls Sewing Guild. The proceeds 
were to defray the cost of the materials for the red Altar frontal which 
they have worked, We thank Mr. and Mrs. Carr for the use of their 
garden, and all who worked so hard to make the gathering so 
enjoyable, and so successful that £5 has been handed over to the 
Restoration Fund.  
 Again we gratefully acknowledge further donations to the 
Church Restoration Fund. An order has been made by the Court of 
Chancery sanctioning the payment by the Cardigan Trustees of £124 
10 0 towards the Chancel repairs. It will thus be seen that £55 10 0 is 
with-held until the Chancel is re-roofed. There is also an outstanding 
promise of £50, so that the fund really amounts to £1,273. The 
contractor's bill is now being revised by the Architect, and the cost 
seems to be about £2,000, including the cost of the Reredos and 
Altar Rails (gifts) but excluding Architect's fees.  
 In addition, we have paid for the Clock, Organ Renovation, 
Heating Apparatus, and some drainage and repairs executed two 
years ago. It appears then that we have still £1,000 to raise. We are 
confident that many promises to help us will be fulfilled, but as a 
congregation, we are sure to be held responsible for a goodly sum, 
and we must face the task faithfully and cheerfully. 
 At present there are forty-five regular contributors to the 
F.W.O.S. which averages thirty shillings weekly. This is only half the 



13 

sum we ought to aim at, and easily reached, as the Vicar's promised 
share is one third of the whole. If only all Church members who are 
wage earners would contribute at least a penny a week, our outlook 
would be bright! 
 Acting under instructions from the Government Auditor, the 
Overseers of the Parish have recently made an assessment on the 
Church-yard for rating purposes. Hitherto the Church-yard, being 
consecrated ground, has been regarded as 'God's acre’ and part of 
the Church, which like all other places of worship is, by Act of 
Parliament, rate free. Now however, the Church-yard is regarded as 
the Vicar's ‘business premises’ and surely there can be no ground for 
complaint if ‘business lines’ are followed in the working of it.  
 In the past, the Vicar has not charged the statutory fee for 
ministering at the Burial service, but in future the charge will be made, 
and will go to the fund for paying the verger's wage. It may be well to 
point out that the present scale of fees was fixed in 1886 and that 
now, when the cost of labour has increased, and the ground in the 
new portion is more difficult to excavate, the charges do not cover the 
cost of interment.  
 We ‘wish good luck in the Name of the Lord’ to Emily Taylor and 
Martha Ann Fawcett on their entrance to the holy estate of matrimony. 
Both have been regular communicants, and the former a valued 
teacher in the Sunday School.  
 On August 24th, 1662, called Black Bartholomew by many 
religionists, the Cromwellian intruders into Church livings were ejected 
and many suffered great privations. This month, on the two hundred 
and fiftieth anniversary, we are likely to hear and read a great deal 
about these ejected ministers; and in this district there may be 
pilgrimages to Topcliffe, Hesketh Lane, and the burial place at Tingley 
Hall, associated with them and their followers. 
 
Special thanks to Betty Aveyard who has not only provided the 1912 
edition of the Magazine, but also a number of others from that period. 
These are a great historical record of the life of St. Mary’s and there 
will be more features to come in future editions. 

Editor 
 

Read about the Woodkirk Rebels of the 17th Century on the next 
page. 
Also 101 years ago, George Aylesbury was born. Read his story on 
P22. 
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The Woodkirk Rebels…  
Maggie Bullett takes us back to a time of controversy at St. Mary’s, where 
the Church became the centre of a storm, at the forefront of history... 
 In the early seventeenth century, Woodkirk was drawn into the 
controversies which raged within the Church over correct doctrine and 
worship.  Reformers considered the set liturgies and rites required by the 
Book of Common Prayer as remnants of ‘popery’ and wanted to replace 
these with simpler forms of worship centred on preaching. Woodkirk was 
particularly affected by this sort of puritan reform, and the story is maybe 
best told through two of its ministers at that time: Anthony Nutter, and 
Samuel Newman. 
 To improve the preaching skills of the clergy, regular exercises 
(meetings), in which minsters would take it in turns to preach and listen to 
each other’s sermons, were instigated in the West Yorkshire area. The 
exercises were held at a variety of locations including Halifax, Batley and 
Pudsey and included clergy from across the region. While the exercises 
were intended as a means of reform within the Church, there were 
tensions over conformity between the preachers and the Church 
hierarchy.  
 One of the regular preachers at the exercise was Anthony Nutter, 
curate of Woodkirk. He was also one of the ministers disciplined for 
nonconformity, refusing to use the cross in baptism and or wear the 
surplice. He was joined in his nonconformity by some of his parishioners. 
 In 1619, five men from Woodkirk were charged with not kneeling to 
receive Communion, and parishioners from East 
Ardsley, ‘gadded’ to Woodkirk to hear him preach 
and to take part in this style of worship.  
 By 1633, the group of nonconformists at 
Woodkirk and East Ardsley had become 
separatists. They were charged with having 
‘absented yourself from the society of the 
congregation there and privately and amongst 
your fellow separatists have preached, 
conventicled, or repeated in diverse and sundry 
private houses . . . and have delivered diverse 
and sundry heretical and schismatical 
conclusions . . . whereby you have defamed and depraved the Book of 
Common Prayer and the Doctrine of the Church of England.’ At the same 
time Anthony Nutter was excommunicated for his continuing 
nonconformity, along with his assistant curate, James Ridgley.  
 Of course, we would not know anything about such a separatist 
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group if others from Woodkirk had not reported them to the authorities. 
This suggests there were conflicting religious views within the chapelry, 
and Anthony Nutter had to deal with these difficulties.  
 In his sermons he dwelt on those who ‘cavilled (argued), doubted 
and opposed’ his ministry. In order to combat this, he proposed that a 
preacher must make sure they were above reproach and carefully 
prepare their sermons, as it was ‘no small matter to be a preacher, not 
everyone who can speak a bit of Latin can preach’.  
 A lack of regard for preachers so concerned him that he warned 
‘Satan would bring down the credit of the Word and preachers’ and he 
depicted the ministry of the Word as being under threat from a many 
headed Hydra.  With all these challenges it was not surprising that he 
expressed his frustration with conformity issues as ‘that which make 
the God’s truth more apparent [should] not to be accounted a fault and 
sin’.   
 Anthony Nutter died later in 1633. His will shows that his loyalties 
were divided between the established Church and the fledgling 
separatist congregation. While he requested that his body be buried in 
the church at Woodkirk, two of his witnesses, John Rayner and 
Thomas Dymond, were leading lay separatists. He had created a thirst 
for preaching at Woodkirk, and when James Ridgley died two years 
later, the inhabitants found an outstanding preacher to replace him. 
 For ten years before arriving at Woodkirk in 1635, Samuel 
Newman had been curate at Midhope, a small chapel of ease near 
Bradfield. Bradfield was a centre for preaching during this time, hosting 
exercises and welcoming visiting preachers. As part of this network, 
Samuel Newman came into regular contact with nonconformist 
ministers, some of whom held radical views.  
 One example would be John Townes, who was inclined to an 
extreme theology which considered sanctified people as no longer 
bound by the moral law. Therefore, Samuel Newman arrived at 
Woodkirk with a background of radical preaching and, indeed, he was 
described as a ‘lively preacher’ by his biographer.  
 His faith was very much based upon scripture and he wrote a 
famous guide to the Bible, which was published in 1643. Although none 
of his sermons survive, a small extract of his personal writings give us 
a glimpse of his piety, as he sought assurance of his election through 
noting the following marks of grace: 
 ‘ I find, I love God, and desire to love God, principally for himself. 
A desire to requite Evil with Good. A looking up to God, to see him and 
his Hand, in all things that befall me. A greater fear of displeasing God, 
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than all the world . . . A constant performance of secret duties, between 
God and myself, morning and evening. A bewailing of such sins, which 
none in the world can accuse me of. A choosing of suffering to avoid 
sin.’ 
 Soon after his arrival at Woodkirk, 
Samuel Newman was under pressure from 
the Bishop’s officials for serving the cure 
without a licence and this case was referred to 
the most senior court, the High Commission. 
Continuing pressure and a further round of 
disciplinary action by the High Commission in 
1638 led him emigrate to New England, where 
he became a Congregationalist minister. 
 Both Anthony Nutter and Samuel 
Newman were ministers of Woodkirk at a time 
when there were deep divisions in the Church 
regarding the best way to worship God. They 
were frequently in trouble with the Church 
hierarchy, but were also part of large networks 
of fellow preaching clergy. While they hoped 
to reform the Church from within, separatism 
was a potential outcome of their doctrine and 
style of worship, and this became a reality in the Woodkirk area.  
 Their influence would be felt for many years: in the 
Commonwealth period Woodkirk would become an early centre of 
Congregationalism and a young man who heard their lively preaching, 
James Nayler, would go on to become a famous Quaker.  

 
Maggie Bullett 

University of Huddersfield PhD student. 

Did you know... 

 HFT is a national charity, providing local support services for 
people with learning disabilities throughout England. They support 
people to live life the way they choose - whether providing support for 
just a couple of hours a week, or 24 hours a day. 
 They support people with learning disabilities and family carers 
across England. Their services include Supported Living, Residential 
Care and Short Break services. 
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All Age Worship for Christian Aid Week. 
 On Sunday 12th May St. Mary’s focus was firmly on the plight of 
the poor as we moved into Christian Aid Week.  

 We began the service with a very lively performance of ‘Come 
Praise Your Maker!’ including Revd. Amanda drumming her way down 
the aisle. After our call to worship, Malcolm asked us what we all had 
for breakfast.  We all had a variety of things from breakfast cereal to 
‘full English’ and enjoyed it very much! Did we know, Malcolm asked, 
that over 7 million tons of food are wasted each year? It’s enough to fill 
Wembley stadium! More food is thrown away each year than waste 
paper and yet still there are starving families. Families waste up to £50 
a month on food because they buy too much, cook too much or simply 
put too much on their plates! 

’ What could we do with that £50 a month instead of wasting it?’ He 
asked. 

 Our resident Glove Puppets, Charlie and Alice (ably performed 
by Revd. Amanda and husband, Derek), gathered the children to the 
front of Church: 

 Alice’s tummy is rumbling – she didn’t have breakfast. Why, 
wondered Charlie, had she missed breakfast? Alice explained that they 
had stopped making her favourite cereal. Why not eat another type, 
persisted Charlie? Alice explained that as her favourite cereal wasn’t 
available, she would go without because she had heard that one in 
eight people in the world go hungry. So if she went hungry, seven 
others would eat. Charlie thought that there should be enough for 
everyone if we shared it out better. Charlie and Alice didn’t have much 
money, though, to give for food. ’Perhaps if everyone gave a little we 
could make a difference and help some starving people?’ wondered 
Charlie. We looked in our pews for a small envelope we could use for 
Christian Aid. Now perhaps, we could make that small difference to 
someone’s life.  

‘There is no third world’, observed Alice, ‘only One World.’  

 Now Gill came to relate the story from the bible about feeding the 
5000. There were only 5 loaves and 2 fish available to feed everyone, 
but God made the most of what there was and shared it amongst all. A 
little goes a long way in the right hands. 
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 We watched a short film about Bolivia, narrated by a little village 
girl called Ivana. She explained that with the help of Christian Aid they 
now grow Coco trees and collect the seeds to plant so that new trees 
can be grown. They keep chickens and sheep, and both she and her 
brother Ramon helped to look after the sheep. Also they now go to 
school and learn Spanish and Maths. 

 Sally explained that this is typical of a Christian Aid project 
where they provide tools and knowledge to enable the locals to 
provide for themselves. Christian Aid helps all communities 
regardless of their religious beliefs. ‘They can have faith or no faith’, 
she explained, ’Christian Aid is there for them.’ 

 Dawn and Revd. Amanda now engaged the children in some 
fun with eggs. ‘Who likes eggs?’, asked Dawn. The answer was most 
people, but a few didn’t and Dawn suggested maybe a cake would be 
better for them – made with eggs!  Revd. Amanda had six eggs on a 
table, 3 were hard boiled and 3 raw. Now various children tried to 
guess which was which – and they had to break the egg to see if they 
were right! Not everyone got it right….messy! 

 Today 870 million people are in desperate need of food. 
Christian Aid stands alongside all those who struggle against poverty, 
powerlessness and injustice; places honesty and respect for others at 
the heart of what it does; supports work that empowers individuals 
and communities; fights injustice and inequality; and is committed to 
caring for the earth for future generations. 

 Christian Aid works with and through partners overseas: 
churches, ecumenical bodies, local non-governmental organisations 
and movements who have common values and competence in 
poverty eradication. 

 It has an integrated approach to poverty eradication – working 
on humanitarian relief, long-term development, specific advocacy 
issues and campaigns for change and influence. Thank you to 
everyone who donated this Christian Aid Week, 12-18 May 2013. It’s 
not too late and if you want to give, please go to 
www.christianaid.org.uk. 

        David 
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Appeal for Churchyard help! 

 With such an enormous churchyard of 11 ½ acres to maintain, it 
can feel daunting to consider tackling it. But consider it we must. We 
prioritise certain areas – those nearer the church and those where 
more recent graves are situated and families visit regularly. I know 
how quickly I receive complaints when those areas are looking 
overgrown! 
 With just 4 people turning up on the morning of the first 
Saturday of May to help out, I am bracing myself for the complaints 
that certain areas have not been tended – they worked like troopers 
but it only scratched the surface. I am so grateful to them for keeping 
on working away at it – it must feel so demoralising when there is so 
much more to do than you can attempt. 
 Please consider coming along on the first Saturday morning of 
the month for an hour or two to do your bit, if you can. We rely entirely 
on volunteers – the churchyard is not the local council’s responsibility 
(contrary to popular belief) and the church has no funds to pay for a 
significant amount of maintenance in the churchyard. There have 
been a few periods when the Probation Services have given much 
needed assistance but there are many calls on their help, and only 
limited times when we are able to offer them the facilities they need, 
given that the Parish Centre is so fully used through the week. Some 
have advised me to get some sheep – but being so close to the dual 
carriageway and unable to contain the sheep in what is essentially a 
public space would prove impossible! 
 A big thank you to all those of you who come along and tend the 
area around your loved one’s grave at other times in the month. 
Having people spending time doing this at a variety of points in the 
week helps to minimise the risk of vandalism or theft from graves 
which has been a problem in the past. It is impossible for the church 
to police the area and we rely on the community to be vigilant.  

 There is a saying amongst clergy – avoid a parish with a 
churchyard – it brings so many challenges. Though I can agree with 
the challenges bit, I’m glad I didn’t listen to that advice when I came 
here, however. It’s still a great place to be! But with your assistance in 
the churchyard, it could be an even greater place! 

Revd. Amanda 
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Wakefield Cathedral unveils the new Nave 
 The Cathedral has finally pulled back the curtain on its long 

awaited refurbishment project. Here is a look at the finished work. 

Dean of Wakefield Cathedral, Jonathan Greener explains: 

 The new Nave looks better than we dared even to hope. The 
gleaming stone. The exquisite labyrinth. The playful chandeliers. The 
harmony between walls, floor and chairs. Even the elegance of the 
floor grilles. These all contribute to a stunning new space which 
brings alive our medieval roots and opens up so many more 
possibilities than the rather dingy Victorian nave to which we said 
goodbye a year ago.  

 The challenge now is not just to discover new ways to worship, 
but also to find new ways of engaging with the wider community, so 
that together we can make the most of the new space on offer. 

 We are immensely thankful of course to the people who have 
paid for the project. The Heritage lottery Fund have put their faith in 
us, funding over half the capital works, alongside our exciting and 
creative education project. 
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A Birthday Party – you’re invited! 
 Everyone loves a birthday party! An invitation to one can 
brighten up your day. So it’s nice to be able to announce you’re all 
invited to a big birthday party! 
 

Sunday 30th June 2013 

3-7pm 

Wakefield Cathedral. 
 

Wakefield Diocese 125th Birthday Party! 
 

 Jazz band, Ceilidh (barn dance), Bouncy castle, Donkeys, Hog 
Roast, Music, Drumming, Face painting, Nail Art, and much much 
more….. 
 The fun will be all around the Cathedral precinct, so why not pop 
along and enjoy the fun? 
 There will be other events to mark the 125th Anniversary of the 
Diocese, including the more expected form of church life - services!  
 A special anniversary service at the Cathedral was held in May 
with space for  only 3 representatives from each parish in the Diocese 
– and it was very full! There will be more local celebrations in other 
key places over the course of the year. There is a lot to give thanks 
for.  
 The current discussions about the future of the diocese means it 
is possible this 
may be the last 
major birthday 
celebration for 
Wakefield. All that 
remains very 
uncertain, but let’s 
make sure we 
enjoy marking this 
significant year in 
the life of our 
diocese. 

Revd. Amanda 

See the Labyrinth in the Cathedral. 



22 

The Coachbuilder. 
 Former Choir Boy and Cub at St. Mary’s, George Aylesbury 
celebrated his 101st birthday on the 7th May 2013. A skilled coach 
builder by trade, here he shares with us some of his past times in the 
Parish. 
 George had a tough start to life.  His early School days were 
marred by a footballing accident when he was only 8 years old, the 
damage to his knee resulting in Tuberculosis which had to be treated in 
a Hospital on Hayling Island in Hampshire. George was shipped off to 
the south coast all alone and missed school for a year.  
 On his return he was behind the other boys as he hadn’t been 
schooled whilst in hospital and teachers of the day either didn’t know or 
failed to understand this, using disciplinary measures to ‘correct’ 
George’s lack of knowledge! The Head teacher of the day, Mr. 
Townend, in his school report said George ‘could do better’, but 
‘showed wide reading’.  Things improved immeasurably though, when 
George became involved with St. Mary’s: 
 He started as a Choir boy when he was 10 years old, a soprano, 
and enjoyed it right from the start. Headed by Choirmaster Frank 
Vernon Holmes, and Organist Mather Fozzard, his ten year career 
singing in the Choir Stalls at St. Mary’s meant that he left as a tenor. 
(George says jokingly he left when they discovered it wasn’t the Organ 
that was out of tune...). They lived at Old Hall Farm, which for those 
who know the area was on Westerton Road, close to Smithy Lane. 

Old Hall Farm on Westerton Road 
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 It was at that time that George also became a Cub, joining the 
2nd Morley St. Mary’s Troup as well as becoming Bugler in the Scout 
Band. George remembers marching from the Scout camp at 
Redwood (near Ardsley Reservoir), playing in the band as they 
marched. Once at Church, George would quickly run up the aisle and 
change in the vestry into his Cassock and Surplus, joining the rest of 
the Choir for the service, before hurriedly changing back at the end to 
march back to camp in the band.  
 Readers may remember an earlier story (March 2006) of the 
Choir singing on Christmas Eve, covering 10 miles around the Parish 
before finishing at 4:00am on Christmas morning. Of course, George 
had to get up and walk back to Church for the Christmas day service!  

continues over... 

The Choir in 1923 

Back Row: Stanley Alcock (Father was Landlord of Babes in the 
Wood); Unknown; Tommy Robinson; Stanley Appleyard; Arnold 

Rhodes (married Gertie on middle row); George Aylesbury. 

Middle Row: Miss Auty?; Miss Barstow?; Nellie Hawthorn; Leonard 

Tempest; Unknown; Unknown; Unknown (Binks?); Gertie Rhodes; 

Maria Hawthorn; Unknown. 

Front Row: Les Kellett (standing); Miss Rhodes; Reg Aylesbury 

(George’s brother); Harry Hird; Frank Holmes (Choir Master); George 

William Maurice Reynolds (Vicar in hat); Mather Fozzard (Organist); 

Ronnie Rhodes; Unknown; Miss Wainwright; Jimmy Roberts. 
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George Aylesbury continued... 
 In fact, the boys had to walk back and forth from their homes to 
the Church for the many services each week. So it was that the Choir 
boy who walked the most miles each year was to be rewarded with a 
great prize. George was determined to win and so attended a huge 
number of services and kept a meticulous record. He worked out he 
must have walked around 600 miles that year, and duly won the prize 
of one pound – a lot of money back then. 
 When he was a little older, George went to the afternoon ‘Young 
Men’s Class’ for Bible study in his twenties (see below). They had to 
stand in front of the class and speak from time to time and a speaking 
rota was published. You can see both George and his brother listed, 
as well as some other surnames you may recognise?  



25 

 George greatly enjoyed his time at St. Mary’s and remembers 
back then that the Church Door handle could be used by escaping 
villains – if they grabbed the handle before being apprehended, they 
were safe and could not be arrested. Once inside the church, they 
could leave using an escape tunnel which had been dug across to the 
vicarage grounds. This tunnel may well have existed from the time of 
the Monks. 
 George’s Father spent 12 years in the Royal Horse Artillery and 
made gun carriages and the like. Indeed, it was said that the Gun 
carriage used to carry the coffin for Winston Churchill’s funeral 
procession was made by George’s father. After leaving the Army, he 
set up a Wheelwrights business in West Ardsley with his brother. It 
was here that he met his wife and they married in 1911. George came 
along in 1912, followed by two brothers (Fred and Reg) and a sister 
(Joan). Fred is still going strong, but is ‘only’ 96 years old. 
 George started as a wheelwright working at Farrers on Grafton 
Street in Leeds and, in his twenties, also became the Cubmaster at St. 
Mary’s, a post he held for 10 years. As the spectre of war loomed, 
George was passed for the Navy and received his calling up papers, 
but in a dramatic twist the papers were recalled as George’s special 
skills for vehicle body and coachwork were recognised and he went to 
work for Brown & Whites making Ambulances and other military 
vehicles, vital for the war effort.  
 George also became a Special Constable meaning he was ‘on 
call’ during alternate nights. When the sirens sounded, George had to 
think carefully if it was and ‘odd’ night or an ‘even’ night, which would 
mean either a good night’s sleep or a night out on the streets. 
Frequently, George would patrol the streets at night and work the 
following day. 
 After the war, George joined Appleyards in Leeds continuing his 
vehicle bodywork building and repair work. In his time he owned a 
couple British motorbikes, an AJS and an Ariel 500, falling from the 
latter and breaking his collar bone. During his six week stay in Clayton 
hospital a system was devised to get extra food to him. George would 
lower a basket out of the window and it would be filled with all sorts of 
treats. Unfortunately the basket also passed Matron’s window, and 
she spotted it as it slowly rose upward before her eyes. She 
confiscated the contents immediately and George was suitably 
chastised! 
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George relaxing at home 

 George joined Leeds Corporation (Leeds City Council) at the 
tender age of 50. He said it was the best thing he did, as he could 
produce the high quality work he wanted without customers asking 
‘How much?’ and ‘When?’   
 He retired six months before his 64th birthday when the Council 
offered an early retirement deal for older workers. That was nearly 40 
years ago. He has always been very talented with his hands and has 
made several pieces of furniture including a sideboard as well as 
brickwork and other DIY skills.  
 Last year he received his telegram from the Queen and a 
cheeky note from the Works and Pensions secretary, Ian Duncan 
Smith, saying how much it had cost the government since he retired! 
 Nowadays, George loves to listen to talking books – but only 
the factual, historical variety. He is not the oldest parishioner, Joe 
Auty is older and will be 105 in June. George remembers Joe from 
school. ‘He may be older’, says George,’ but I had the faster 
sledge!’ (George built it himself, of course). 
 He is still married to his wife, Flo’ and they live in a little 
bungalow at the bottom of daughter, Jean’s garden. Indeed I am 
indebted to Jean, who has helped so much with the background 
material for this story as well as making a donation to the Church at 
the same time. It was a great joy and privilege to interview George 
whose sharp mind and good memory made this story possible. 
 Many thanks to both her and to George, who made me very 
welcome in their home. George still walks quite well, and, although 
his eyesight is not so good, he is otherwise in good spirits! Happy 
101st birthday from everyone at St. Mary’s.   David 
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Special ‘Good Samaritan Sunday’  

at St. Mary’s! 
 Sunday 14th July is going to be a special day at St. Mary’s. Things 
are going to be a little different for this one off event! (Though if the 
feedback is good it may become more than a one off). 
 At 10.30am, there will be our All-Age Worship, with the usual fun, 
music, instruments, and unpacking of perhaps the best known of Jesus’ 
stories – the Good Samaritan. As the service draws to a close, we will 
finish by walking that imaginary road from Jerusalem to Jericho, otherwise 
known as the path to the Parish Centre!  
 There we will find ‘The Inn’ where the Good Samaritan took the 
victim of the attack, and share picnic food together as a reminder of the 
hospitality of the innkeeper. There will be craft activities with the same 
theme, and some games to ensure we celebrate being a family of God 
who care for one another as the Samaritan showed care on the road that 
day. Who knows? We may even be able to find the Samaritan’s donkey, 
on which he carried the man to the Inn! There’s the potential for more fun 
if we can manage that, isn’t there? 
 All this means that we will be still enjoying ourselves when the 
Communion service would normally be conducted. We didn’t want this 
smaller congregation to miss out on the day’s fun and fellowship. That’s 
why we decided that on this one occasion, the Sunday Communion 
would be at 4pm followed by a sandwich tea in the Parish Centre. What 
a lovely way to enjoy a summer Sunday afternoon!  
 You may be wondering what inspired all this. Well, YOU DID!! 
Around a year ago, we asked our All-Age congregation to complete a 
short questionnaire so we could listen to what you wanted out of that 
service, and your belonging to St. Mary’s.  
 A number of requests for social events were voiced, to enable you 
to get to know one another better. Also an appeal for more creative and 
craft opportunities (“Evie wanted to make things!”) which are often difficult 
to achieve in the space we have in church. We thought these were 
wonderful ideas so we set our minds to exploring how they could be used. 
This is what we came up with.  
 So, put the date in your diary, come along and enjoy the fun. All you 

need is a packet of sausage rolls, or some crisps, or buns, or a plate of 

sandwiches and you’re ready for a fun-filled summer Sunday which we 

hope will find people saying, “We should do this again sometime!” 

Revd. Amanda 
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St Mary’s Playgroup Update. 
 Well, this is a sad time as we prepare to say goodbye to the 

children who are leaving us to go to school nursery. We hope that they 

and their parents/ carers have enjoyed their time with us. In the last 

week of term we will be having a leaver’s party with a bouncy castle 

and lots of yummy party food! 

 Playgroup is currently full on all three sessions and we have a 

waiting list for September. If you do require a place please contact us 

in plenty of time as we will be allocating places shortly. 

 If you have a few hours spare and would like to help out, we will 

never say “no” to an extra pair of hands. 

 Debbie 

 

Rainbow News. 
New!: This Month the Rainbows report on their busy lives.. 

This half term we are very excited to be having a visit from 

‘Guide Dogs for the Blind’ puppy Barney. We also are hoping to raise 

some money for ‘Guide Dogs for the Blind’ by having a sponsored 

Pyjama picnic.   

During the Easter holidays our Rainbow Leader Elizabeth and 

her fiancé Gary got married at St. Mary’s, Woodkirk.  The sun shone 

for the happy couple and some of our Rainbows and Brownies did 

them proud by doing a ‘Guard of Honour’ for when they came out of 

church. 

In September we will have some places for new Rainbows.  If 

you are interested in your child starting Rainbows please search ‘Girl 

Guiding’ on the internet and click on the word ‘parents’ on the blue bar 

near the top, this takes you to where you can ‘register your daughter’.  

The details of day and time for our unit are shown at the back of this 

‘Parish News’.  Rainbows is for girls who are between the ages of 5 

and 7 years old. 

Thank you, Ruth Osenton-Brown  

Assistant Leader 1st Woodkirk Rainbows 
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Short Course – Growing in the Scriptures  

– coming soon ! 
 Have you ever thought, “I wish I knew more about the Bible – 

how it all fits together – but I don’t know where to start” I know for 

certain that some of you have – because you’ve said as much to me! 

Which is why I’m offering a 5 week course which will enable you to get 

to grips with the Bible. It will be run on Thursday evenings at the 

Vicarage starting on 11th July and finishing on 8th August, 

assuming there is sufficient demand for it. Each session will start at 

7.30pm, and run until 9pm, though you are welcome to stay for 

refreshments afterwards. 

 The course doesn’t expect you to have a lot of knowledge 
already – so if you are quite ‘clued up’ about the Old Testament you 
may have to wait for others in the group to catch you up a bit. 
Because most of us are much more familiar with the Gospels and the 
life of Jesus, this course won’t spend much time on this area. The 
sessions will be as follows: 

Session 1: 11th July From Abraham to Joshua. 

Session 2: 18th July From Joshua to the Exile 

Session 3: 25th July From the Exile to John the Baptist 

Session 4: 1st August The New Testament 

Session 5: 8th August Ways into reading the Bible today. 

 All you need is a Bible – in fact, you can even manage without 

that, as there will be some of the church pew Bibles available. There 

will be no assumptions made that folk know their way around the 

Bible, so page numbers will be given out as well as Bible references – 

I remember well how uncomfortable that can feel from the days when 

I didn’t really know my way around it too well! Yes, we all begin 

somewhere on our journey of discovery. 

  This is an opportunity for anyone who wants it to explore an 
overview of the Bible today. Please indicate if you are interested in 
coming along. 

Revd. Amanda 
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The Mouseman of Kilburn. 
Robert Thompson was born in 1876, but is as famous now as ever for a 
little Mouse, carved with loving care on every Pulpit, Chair, Pew or 
other piece of furniture.  
 It was his father who sent his son Robert, to a Mill in Cleckheaton 
to ‘learn a better trade’. Robert hated both the job and the lifestyle and 
returned to his beloved village to work with his favoured Oak.  He had 
already developed his own unique style of preparing table tops and 
bench seats, using a special tool he designed himself to create a 
pleasing ‘scalloped’ effect across the entire surface of the wood.  
 In 1919 Robert and one of his colleagues were talking during the 
carving of a cornice for a screen. His colleague, Charlie, remarked that 
they were all as poor as church 
mice. On the spur of the moment 
Robert carved a mouse onto the 
screen he was working on. This 
remained part of his work from then 
onwards and was later registered as 
a trade mark. He liked the 
connection to a mouse, who works 
away quietly in Churches, with no-
one taking much notice. 
   
 He was part of the 1920s 
revival of craftsmanship, inspired by 
the Arts and Crafts movement led 
by William Morris, John Ruskin and 
Thomas Carlyle. More specific to 
furniture making in this genre and 
era also includes Stanley Webb 
Davies of Windermere. 
The workshop, now being run 
by his descendants, includes a 
showroom and visitors' centre, 
and is next to the 12th Century 
Parish Church of St. Mary, which contains ‘Mouseman’ pews, fittings 
and other furniture. Robert died in 1955 and the company is now known 
as ‘Robert Thompson's Craftsmen Ltd - The Mouseman of Kilburn.’ 
  

Carved Mouse on Church Kneeler  

in St. Mary’s 
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 Today, Robert 
Thompson's great 
grandsons and his 
craftsmen continue 
to produce fine oak 
furniture to the 
same standards 
and in the same 
workshop in Kilburn. 
Gail and I visited 
recently and were 
very impressed with 
the museum, laid 
out in the style of 
his original house 
and containing many 
original pieces of 
furniture and artefacts. 
It was great fun to examine each piece and find out where the mouse 
was hiding! 
 There are many hundreds of Mouseman pieces which appear in 
around 700 churches up and down the country as well as private 
homes and abroad. Places like Westminster Abbey for example, 
although much nearer to home is Kirk Bramwith Church near 
Doncaster which has a total of 27 mice on its pews, chairs and pulpit! 
Even as far away as the Cathedral Church of All Saints, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia you can find the little mouse. 
 There are two pieces of furniture at St. Mary’s carved with a 
little wooden mouse. These are the ‘Bishop’s Chair’ and ‘Kneeler’.  In 
fact we found a record still held at Kilburn, of the delivery of the 
kneeler to St. Mary’s, dated 1954. The Chair was not recorded, but 
may have been obtained separately from another source. You can 
find them both with a small search up by the Altar, next time you have 
a moment in the Church.  
 Mouseman furniture is still available to buy, but be warned - it’s 
not cheap! A nest of 3 coffee tables, for example, will set you back 
£1050. An octagonal or round table of about 5 feet diameter is £3610. 
Mind you, if you do buy a piece of Mouseman furniture you know it is 
of the highest quality, and will last a lifetime! 

David 

Carved Mouse on ’Bishop’s Chair’  

in St. Mary’s 
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Poetry Corner. 
 This month Nancy Stephenson provides us with great 
entertainment as she ’celebrates’ summer. Dust off those west 
country accents, and dive in... 
 

Flaming June! 
Hooray! Midsummer’s day is ‘ere, it dawns with rain and ‘ail. 
Squelching back with me dog, we meet the postman with the mail! 
What ‘as ‘e brought, I ‘urry ‘ome – with excitement all a quiver, 
Soaked right down to me pants Brrr – I give a little shiver. 
 
Can there be a postcard from some far off sunny clime? 
Me chums a tellin’ me of their jolly ‘oliday time? 
The Swallows are ‘ere – but the summer isn’t  
– I don’t give two hoots. 
‘Cos this one’s a catalogue for woolly vests  
and warm lined winter boots. 
 
P’raps this next one will be brighter  
– oh goody from HFT 
Wonder if I’ve to meet Princess Anne and ‘ave a cup ‘o tea? 
Me ‘opes are dashed, they’re only wantin’ me  
to sell Christmas Cards an’ all, 
Thinking of Santa and ‘is sleigh, just drives me up the wall 
 
So when the festive season at last is ‘ere  
– oi’ll be ready , you bet I will 
Since I started so early in flamin’ June  
– I’ll ‘ave gone and lost the thrill, 
Of chasing round them crowded shops  
– with Jingle Bells in me ear, 
I’ll melt me chocolate to make me eggs  
– ‘cos Easter’ll soon be ‘ere! 

Nancy 

 



33 

Sandra’s Seasonal Suggestions. 
 Hopefully it’s getting warmer (?) and things may be putting on a 
spurt. With luck you will be harvesting lettuces, new potatoes and 
maybe, early peas. 
Sandra’s Top Tip: If you have areas of long grass and you don’t 
need to cut all of it in one go, why not just mow a narrow path through 
the middle? Long grass can provide a good habitat for certain 
creatures. 
1. Start feeding tomatoes once the first truss of flowers has set. 
 Ensure compost and beds are always moist and never left to dry 
 out. This will help prevent blossom end rot. 
2. Carrot root fly are active in June so protect carrots, parsley, 
 celery and parsnips with fine mesh. 
3. Pinch out tips of broad beans once pods start to form. This 
 helps deter blackfly. 
4. Plant out cucurbits (Pumpkins, Courgettes, Squash, Gherkins 
 etc) Keep an eye out for Jack Frost and protect with fleece or 
 newspaper. 
5.  Weed onions and shallots and snap off any flowers that may 
 appear. 
6. Water peas and potatoes. 
7. Sow more Lettuce, Radish, Spring onion, Salad leaves and 
 Coriander. 
8. Plant out Sweet corn and sow Fennel where it is to grow. 
9. Tie in Runner Beans as they grow. 
10. Add grass in thin layers to the compost heap. Too much and it 
 may well result in slime in six to nine months time rather than 
 good compost. 

Sandra. 
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The Black Country…….not a bit of it!  
Dawn Tattersfield discovers some hidden delights... 
 In late April I found myself with a free day as my husband David 
was attending a meeting in Birmingham. 
 I am not a stranger to the area south of Birmingham as my Great 
Grandma came from Evesham, and I have spent time down there, and 
in the nearby Cotswolds. 
 Now my Dad loved driving, and he also loved maps and map 
books, and so I have several Readers Digest books that were his. 
Although some tourist attractions may have come and gone (as the 
book is about 20 years old now) what doesn’t come and go is our 
countryside or some reminders of Britain’s great industrial past. 
 I had been pondering where to go with the six hours I had, and I 
spotted in my Readers Digest Touring Guide to Britain that there was 
something called the Bearley Aqueduct which sounded like something 
to go and see. Well it did take a bit of finding (not having a ‘sat nav’ 
reference, but when I found it, it was very impressive. A plaque told me 
that the Bearley Aquaduct was at ‘475 feet (145 m) the longest 
aqueduct in England.’ It was lovely to see a barge coming across it too. 
 There is a path along the canal here so you could do a walk, but 
I’m afraid dark clouds threatened so I moved on to Evesham.  
After a pleasant hour and lunch there, I decided to try and find 
Tardebigge Locks. These locks had been referred to in a novel I was 
reading and are quoted as “The longest flight of locks in Britain; thirty 
locks strung out along a two mile stretch of the Worcester and 
Birmingham Canal System. 
 Well, I found the village of Tardebigge, but no signposts to any 
locks, but I wasn’t about to give up, so I drove around until I came to a 
canal - that seemed like a good starting point! However, still no major 
sign, but I decided to have a walk anyway. I was at Stoke Prior near 
Bromsgrove, and started making my way along the canal in the 
direction of where I thought Tardebigge was.  
 Well what can I tell you? I didn’t make it to Tardebigge Locks, as I 
was enjoying the English Country idyll too much. There was blue sky 
with fluffy white clouds and the sun was warm on my face, the water 
was flowing along beside me and there were three canal boats working 
their way through the three locks I walked past, I could hear the bells of 
the church I had passed a couple of miles away, where they were 
preparing for a wedding. I did see a train, but sadly it wasn’t a steam 
one, or my idyll would have been complete!  
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 I was told Tardebigge was about a further mile, but sadly by this 
time I had to start heading back to Birmingham to pick David up. 
One thing for sure, this ‘black country’ was certainly nothing of the sort 
during my visit, and I am now trying to find a spare few days in our 
diaries when David and I can make a return trip and explore this hidden 
gem a bit more. 

Dawn 
 

This St. Gargoyles cartoon is reproduced with permission  
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15th Morley (Woodkirk  

St. Mary’s) Scout Group. 

This Month: Friendship, Cows and Swimming Galas.  

The Beavers (Age 6 to 8) :  

This month the Beavers have been planting out the seeds they set earlier  
in May. Tomatoes and Lettuce first. To be followed by Beans, Peas and 
Sweet Corn!. Yum!  The Beavers are doing their Friendship Challenge. 
One of many Challenge Badges, below: 
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Jenson Tucker, aged 6 tells us about his Friendship Badge. 

Stage 1 was completed by getting to know the other beavers in the 

pack. 

Stage 2: Jenson writes: My Dad lives in Portsmouth, there are the 

70th, 64th, 62nd, 5th, 8th, 28th and 44th Beaver groups there. My 

Grandma lives in Scotland, in Aberdeen. There are the 46th, 38th, 

58th, and the 14th Beaver Groups there. One of my great Uncles lives 

in Toronto, Canada. There is one group in United Way, Toronto. I 

have another great Uncle in London where there is the 1st City of 

London Scout Group and the 8th and 97th Beaver Groups nearby. 

Well done to Jenson for getting to know so much! 

 

 

 

Cubs (Age 8 to 10 ½ )  

 District Cub Swimming Gala. 
Following last months quick summary, here’s a better run down of the 

Cubs swimming efforts:  

 The pack entered two teams in this years’ swimming gala with 6 

cubs taking part. Unfortunately, the boiler at John Charles Sports 

Centre had broken down so the water was cold both in the pool and 

the showers. Brrrrr!  

 All the Cubs swam well with some very close races. Izzy was 

second in the individual backstroke and the B team were second in 

the medley relay and tandem. 

 All of the Cubs received a certificate for taking part in the Gala 

and when the final results were announced, the B team had finished 

second overall with the A team a little further back. 

 Congratulations to all who took part and tried their best. 

Jonathan 
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Meerkat Explorers (14 ½ to 18) & The Scouts (10½ to 14½) 

  Last month 22 Scouts and Explorers went on a joint weekend 
camp at Whitley Beaumont near Lepton. The theme was Camper Craft 
Skills, including making their own Spaghetti Bolognese, followed by 
Toasties  - buttered bread, ham, chicken and/or cheese wrapped in foil 
and placed on the fire embers (some were blacker than others) and 
Twists - which is flower/water/salt/powdered milk wrapped around a 
stripped branch of sycamore or hazel and cooked over a hot fire, then 
dipped in Jam or Chocolate! They were also treated to Chris and 
Marianne’s home made soup. 
 Their 4 to 5 mile walk turned into a standoff with not one, but two 
herds of cows in different fields plus some bulls which were definitely to 
be avoided. Having managed to get the cows to move down to the field 
bottom, they were surprised to see them turn around and head back 
directly towards them when they were two thirds of the way across! They 
all made it to safety as the cows were more curious than aggressive.  
 Their next event is Canoeing at Aldwark in early July. The 
Woodkirk Scout Group is having its AGM on 14th June. 
 
 With thanks to Skip, Gail, Jonathan and Chris, as well as the 
Beavers and Cubs who have written their own stories. 
 

It’s all Go!!! 

Misha the Church mouse reflects on life... 
 What a week I have had: It started with me saying to my friend 
Hubert, the Black Canon, I would take a look outside and see what 
was happening. What a fright! A big man, with an even bigger 
machine came racing towards me. Luckily, Hubert grabbed my tail 
and pulled me back inside. He said I was lucky because there aren’t 
so many gardeners at the moment. More needed! Now my tail is sore 
and to cap it all someone has removed my comfy straw bed from the 
Altar front! Now I hear Robert Thompson gave me a start in life back 
in 1954 - I’m not that old, surely? What’s a mouse to do? 
Misha 
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Albert’s June Quiz: 

 

1. What was introduced in Britain on 1st June 1946 at a cost of £2? 
2. The first premium bond winner was also drawn on 1st June but in 
 what year? 
3. Which major national event took place in London on the 2nd June 
 1953? 
4. What was abolished on British Railways on the 3rd June 1956? 
5. An Arab-Israeli war began on the 5th June 1967 but for how long 
 did it last? 
6. Which charity was founded by George Williams on the 6th June 
 1844? 
7. In World War 2, on what date was D Day, the Allied invasion of 
 Normandy? 
8. Which state, the world’s smallest, was created on the 7th June 
 1929? 
9. On the same date Margaret Bondfield MP became the first woman 
 what? 
10. Which world-famous religious leader died on the 8th June 632? 
11. What was special about USS George Washington, launched on 9th 
 June 1959? 
12. In which decade was the first radio broadcast from the House of 
 Commons? 
13. On the 14th June 1919, who made the first non-stop Trans-Atlantic 
 flight? 
14. On the 16th June 1963, who became the first woman to travel in 
 space? 
15. On the 18th June 1812, which country declared war on Britain? 
16. Which British monarch died on the 20th June 1837? 
17. On the 20th June 1928, which explorer died in a plane crash at 
 Spitzbergen? 
18. On the 22nd June 1979, which politician was found not guilty of 
 plotting to murder Norman Scott? 
19. The Battle of the Little Bighorn on the 25th June 1876 is better 
 known as what? 
20. On the 30th June 1859, how did Blondin cross Niagara Falls? 
  
Answers on page 43 

Albert Shaw 
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Diary for June 2013. 
Sat 1st 9.30am-12.30 Church & churchyard clean-up 

Sun 2nd 8am  Holy Communion (said) 

  10.30am Holy Communion (sung) 

  12.30pm Baptism Service 

Wed 5th 9.15am Church open for prayer 

  10am  Holy Communion (Common Worship setting) 

                     & refreshments 

Sun 9th 10.30am All-Age Worship 

  12 noon Holy Communion. 

Mon 10th 12 noon ‘First Steps’ Toddler Service  

    ‘Henry is poorly’ (in Church). 

  7.30pm PCC meeting in church 

Wed 12th 9.15am Church open for prayer 

  10am  Holy Communion (Iona setting) & refreshments 

Sat 15th 10.30am-3pm GARDEN PARTY: VICARAGE GARDEN. 

    (see article for further info) 

Sun 16th 10.30am Holy Communion (sung) 

  Mon 17th Mothers’Union trip to the Lakes. 

Wed 19th 9.15am Church open for prayer 

  10am  Holy Communion (1662 setting) & refreshments 

Thurs 20th 11am  Holy Communion at Lydgate Lodge 

Fri 21st 12 noon Wedding 

Sun 23rd 10.30am Holy Communion (sung) 

Wed 26th 9.15am Church open for prayer 

  10am  Morning Praise service & refreshments 

Sun 30th 10.30am All-Age Communion 

    (conducted by Revd. John Pinder-Packard) 

  3-7pm Celebration of the 125th birthday of  

    Wakefield Diocese in Cathedral Precinct.  

    (see article on page 11 for further info) 
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Early July 

Wed 3rd 9.15am Church open for prayer 

  10am  Morning Praise service & refreshments 

Sat 6th 9.30-12.30pm Church & churchyard clean-up 

Sun 7th 8am  Holy Communion (said) 

  10.30am Holy Communion (sung) 

  12.30pm Baptism service 

Mon 8th 7.30pm PCC meeting in church 

Wed 10th 9.15am Church open for prayer 

  10am  Holy Communion (Iona setting) & refreshments 

Thurs 11th 7.30pm Growing in the Scriptures session 1 in the 

    Vicarage (see article on page 29) 

Sun 14th 10.30am All-Age Worship followed by  

    shared picnic lunch, craft & games  

    in the Parish Centre. 

  4pm  Holy Communion followed by sandwich tea 

    (see article on page 27) 

Kids: Don’t forget Jam Club ! 

Sunday Morning 10.30 - 11.30 

Jesus - And - Me 

Learning & Doing in Faith. 
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Long Distance Magazine - Aberdeen! 
 Last month I got a very nice e-mail from Violet in Aberdeen! 

She moved to the village of Cruden Bay 30 miles north of Aberdeen 4 

years ago to live with her daughter and her family. The magazine is a 

nice way of keeping in touch with things going on in and around West  

Ardsley, she says. Many thanks. Where do you read yours?  

Church Organisations: 
Why not have your own space in the magazine? Keep everyone up to 

date and let them know what’s coming up. One e-mail a month is all it 

takes. Get in touch with me for more info. 

 

Many Thanks 
It’s great to get articles, big or small from you. When someone comes 
to me and says ‘I wonder if this is something you could use’, I get a 
real thrill to find out what it might be!  

David 

We use all our own products  
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QUIZ ANSWERS:  1. TV Licence.  2. 1957.  3. The Queen’s 
Coronation.  4. Third Class Travel.  5. Six days.  6. YMC.  7. 6th June 
1944.  8. The Vatican.  9. Cabinet Minister.  10. The Prophet 
Mohammed.  11. World’s first atomic powered submarine.  12. The 
1970’s (1975).   13. Alcock and Brown.  14. Valentina Tereschkova.  
15. USA.  16. William IV.  17. Roald Amundsen.  18. Jeremy Thorpe.  
19. Custer’s Last Stand.  20. He walked across on a tightrope. 

                 Albert. 

Registers for JUNE: 
In MAY we welcomed 5 new church members in Baptism.  
We welcomed the Tyldsley Family who had:- 
Harrison Ian, Jessica Elizabeth, and Hollie Elizabeth baptised 
together.   
We also welcomed the families of  
Phoebe Olivia Voellner daughter of Karl and Amy from 
Dewsbury.  
Emily Rae England–Hall daughter of Andrew and Nicola from 
Tingley. 

Weddings:- 
Laura Wiesiolek and Gareth Twohey from Tingley were married  
on May 26th congratulations from our Church Family. 

Funerals:- 
Joyce Auty,   beloved Mother of Sue from Leeds.  
Reg Peacock, beloved husband of Jean from Tingley. 
May Young,  beloved Mother of Avril from Thornhill.   
Rena Shard, beloved partner of Billy from Woodkirk.  

St Mary’s Registers of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 
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WOODKIRKWOODKIRKWOODKIRKWOODKIRK    

POST OFFICEPOST OFFICEPOST OFFICEPOST OFFICE    
    

S & J DEPUTYS & J DEPUTYS & J DEPUTYS & J DEPUTY    

NEWSAGENT AND GENERALNEWSAGENT AND GENERALNEWSAGENT AND GENERALNEWSAGENT AND GENERAL    

        

NATIONAL LOTTERYNATIONAL LOTTERYNATIONAL LOTTERYNATIONAL LOTTERY    

PERSONAL SERVICEPERSONAL SERVICEPERSONAL SERVICEPERSONAL SERVICE    

1041 LEEDS ROAD1041 LEEDS ROAD1041 LEEDS ROAD1041 LEEDS ROAD    

DEWSBURYDEWSBURYDEWSBURYDEWSBURY    

TELEPHONETELEPHONETELEPHONETELEPHONE    

01924 47254701924 47254701924 47254701924 472547  

SOIL AND SUDS SERVICES 

JULIE STEPHENSON 

Wreaths Made To Order 

Small/Large Cross 

Small/Large Circle 

Oasis 

Graveside Or For The Home 

Prices Start From £6.00 

Tel: 0113 2539012 

Mob: 07599533915 

Email: soilandsuds@hotmail.com 

Advertise in  

St Mary’s Parish 

 Magazine 

Contact: 

The Editor 

Annual Fee for  

advertising 2013: 

Quarter Page £30.00 

Half Page £60.00 

Full Page £100.00 
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What’s on 

Mothers’ Union  3rd Monday in the month 2:00 pm  
   Brenda Dixon 0113 253 4078 

Playgroup   Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9:45am 

    to 12:15pm 

    Debbie Nelson 07896 536188 

Girl Guides   Tuesday 7:30pm 

    Vikki Springett 07841 513530 

Toddler Group   Wednesday 9:15-11:00am 

    Sally Shaw 01924 475048 

Rainbows    Thursday 5.30 - 6.30pm 

    Ruth Osenton-Brown 01924 689992 

Brownies    Thursday 6.30 - 7.45pm 

    Hannah Tombling 01924 501892 

Keep Fit Class  Thursday 8:00pm 

    Margaret Hampshire 01924 476721 

Young at Heart   1st & 3rd Thursdays 2:00pm 

    Brenda Dixon 0113 253 4078 

Beavers   Friday 5:00pm 

    Gail Townsend 0113 252 8710 

Cubs    Friday 6:30pm 

    Gail Townsend 0113 252 8710 

Scouts    Friday 7:45pm 

    Trevor Holdsworth 0113 253 0927 

Explorer Scouts  Friday 7:45pm 

    Chris Ingham 07816 517838 

Jam Club   1st and 3rd Sunday of the month - 10.30am 

    Derek Barraclough 01924 472375 
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ServicesServicesServicesServices    

Main Sunday Service: Main Sunday Service: Main Sunday Service: Main Sunday Service: (except the 2nd Sunday of each month)    

    10:30am  10:30am  10:30am  10:30am      Parish Communion & Jam ClubParish Communion & Jam ClubParish Communion & Jam ClubParish Communion & Jam Club    

Additional Services:Additional Services:Additional Services:Additional Services: 

    1st Sunday of the month:1st Sunday of the month:1st Sunday of the month:1st Sunday of the month:    

  8:00am Holy Communion 

  12.30pm Baptism Service 

2nd Sunday of the month:2nd Sunday of the month:2nd Sunday of the month:2nd Sunday of the month:    

  10:30am 10:30am 10:30am 10:30am     All Age (Family) Service All Age (Family) Service All Age (Family) Service All Age (Family) Service  

  12:00    Holy Communion 

4th Sunday of the month:4th Sunday of the month:4th Sunday of the month:4th Sunday of the month:    

  10:30am  Gro-Zone interactive worship in the  

    Parish Centre 

  12:30pm Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child 

Wednesdays:Wednesdays:Wednesdays:Wednesdays:    

        10:00am Holy Communion 

1st Thursday:1st Thursday:1st Thursday:1st Thursday:    

  11:00am Holy Communion at Soothill Manor 

Monday to Friday:Monday to Friday:Monday to Friday:Monday to Friday:    

  8:45am Morning Prayer 

To arrange for baptisms, confirmations, funerals, the reading of banns baptisms, confirmations, funerals, the reading of banns baptisms, confirmations, funerals, the reading of banns baptisms, confirmations, funerals, the reading of banns 
or any general matter, please contact the vicar,;  
Amanda Barraclough, St Mary's Vicarage, Dewsbury Road, Woodkirk, 
WF12 7JL.        Tel: 01924 472375 
Email: vicar@stmarywoodkirk.org 

To book weddingsbook weddingsbook weddingsbook weddings please contact the Wedding Coordinator, Gail 

Townsend on 0113 2528710 Email: weddings@stmarywoodkirk.org 


