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Who’s who at Woodkirk 
 

Vicar of St Mary's:  Reverend Sharon Wilkinson. 
    St Mary's Vicarage, Dewsbury Road,  
    Woodkirk, WF12. 7JL   
    01924 472375 
    E-mail: vicar@stmarywoodkirk.org 
Lay Pastoral Minister Gail Townsend 0113 2528710 
and Legacy Advisor. 
Churchwardens:      Brian Gledhill 01924 405790 
    Neal Pinder-Packard  0113 252 4001 
Deputy churchwardens: Gary Mortimer 
    Glyn Jennings 
    David Townsend 
Verger:   Gail Townsend 0113 252 8710 

Organist:       Samantha Hawkins 
PCC Secretary:   Dawn Tattersfield 
 

PCC Treasurer   Barbara Tate 

Social Chairman:   Brian Gledhill 01924 405790 
Parish Centre Hire:  Sally Shaw 01924 475048 
Parish Centre Manager: Glyn Jennings 01924 470272 
 

Child Protection Officer:  Dawn Tattersfield 0113 2525963 
Health & Safety Officer Brian Gledhill 01924 405790 
Electoral Roll Officer: Dave Townsend 0113 2528710 
Data Protection   Neal Pinder-Packard 0113 252 4001 
and Legacy Officer 
 

Magazine Editor &  David Townsend 0113 2528710  
Weekly News Sheet:. Email: dave2408.townsend@gmail.com   
    Magazine Articles by the 20th of the month. 
    Mobile: 07745 301746 
    Contributions for the Weekly News Sheet  
    by Thursday evening please. 
Deanery Synod reps: Glyn Jennings  & Gary Mortimer 
      

Elected Members of the Parochial Church Council: 
Brian Gledhill, Julie Hyde, Gary Mortimer, Neal Pinder-Packard, Dawn 
Tattersfield, Dave Townsend, Barbara Tate, Liz Aveyard, Gail Townsend, Glyn 
Jennings, Sandra Gledhill. 

If you enjoy the magazine— a donation of 50p really helps to keep it going! 
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In this Month’s Magazine: 
 

Features: 
 Vicar’s Letter       p10 
 Prayerful Thought      p12 
 Mother’s Union visit      p14 
 Clock News       p15 
 God’s Mercy       p16 
 Family Fun Day       p20 
 An Appeal by Cancer Research UK   p21 
 The Holy Trinity      p26 
 Churchyard News      p29 
 Brownies News       p30 
 

 

 

 

 

Also this Month: 

 Poetry Corner        P32 
 Barbara’s Humour       p34 
 Sandra’s Seasonal Suggestions   p35 
 Alberts Quiz       p36 
 Cuddly Toy Appeal      p37 
 Diary for the next six weeks    p38 
 Quiz Answers       p37 
 From the Parish Registers    p39 
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JW Binks 

   Funeral Directors 
www.jwbinks.co.uk 

 Traditional Funerals 
Green and alternative funerals 

Low cost “simple funerals” 
On call 24 hours a day 

   Queen Street, Morley   

0113 253 2087 

H WHITELEY AND SON 

(MARTIN FOX) 

MONUMENTAL SCULPTORS 
CEMETERY LODGE, BRUNTCLIFFE LANE – MORLEY 

EST. 1904  

Private Address 
116 VICTORIA ROAD 

MORLEY 

LEEDS 

0113 252 8145  

First Class Workmanship 

Personal Attention 

Reasonable Charges 

Telephone 0113 253 4739 (Yard)  
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St Mary’s Church  Woodkirk 

 

Engaging with God 

Engaging with each other 

Engaging with the Community 

 

If we can help in any way please do not hesitate to 

contact Rev’d Sharon (see p2). 

Nicola Waites –Childminder 

Contact: 07791374818  

nicolawaites2@gmail.com 

 Over 5’s before and after school childcare-7.30-6.00pm. 

 Drop off and pick up from Westerton Primary Academy. 

 All day holiday care. 

 Qualified Primary teacher with 20+ years experience. 

 Ofsted registered. 

 Fully insured and first aid trained. 

 Meals provided. 

 Support with homework and SAT’s revision. 

 Large activity room. 

 Large, child-friendly garden. 

For further details please get in touch!  
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PLUMBING & HEATING 

Gas Installations  

Service & Maintenance,  

Landlords Gas Safety Checks  

Boiler Upgrades 

Un-vented Hot Water Cylinder 

General Plumbing & Heating Repairs 

Free Estimates and friendly service 

Tel: Lee Fowler 07949 292201  

or Mark Walshaw 07949 928380 

  208400 
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WOODKIRK VALLEY 

COUNTRY CLUB 

YOUR FUNCTION DESTINATION (J28) 

LEEDS ROAD, DEWSBURY 

0113 252 3139 

www.woodkirkvalleycc.co.uk  

 WEDDING RECEPTIONS               CHARITY EVENTS 

 CONFERENCES                    CHRISTENING PARTIES 

 COMMUNITY EVENTS                  PRIVATE PARTIES 

 CHILDREN’S PARTIES                      FUNERAL TEAS 



8 

FUNERAL  

SERVICE 
 BFS 

Independent Family Business 

Bensons 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 

32 Queen Street, Morley, Leeds LS27 9BR 

Tel: 0113 2381977 
Www.funeraldirectors-leeds.co.uk 

With you when it matters the most…. 

Arrangements Handled By Qualified Experienced Staff 

On Call 24 Hours a Day Every Day  

Modern Fleet of Mercedes Hearse’s and Limousine’s  

Modern Embalming Facilities  

Traditional and Eco Friendly Funerals  

Pre– Payment Funeral Plans  

International Repatriation Service 

Low cost ‘’Simple Funerals From £1750.00 
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Welcome! 
Enjoy reading this Parish magazine and, if you wish to know more 
about Church Groups, please get in touch with the Movers and 
Shakers - their names are on the inside front & inside back 
covers. 
Service times are on the back page. You'd be most welcome to 
join us. May God bless you and all whom you love. 

Parish News by Post 
This magazine can be delivered monthly by sending a minimum 
donation of £12 a year to cover magazine costs including post and 
packaging to: Margaret Longden, 64 Woodkirk Gardens, Dewsbury 
WF12 7JA. Call Margaret on 01924 473064. It's a brilliant gift 
for friends or family living near or far.  Cheque's to Woodkirk PCC 
please. 

Web site & Twitter 
Further news and pictures of what is happening at St Mary's can 
be found on our web site located at: www.stmarywoodkirk.org 
Copies of the magazine can be downloaded from the web site from 
the middle of the month of publication. 
We are on Twitter: twitter.com/stmarywoodkirk 

Wheelchair Access 
A wheelchair is available to help people move easily between the 
church and Dewsbury Road.  Just ask.  

Courage doesn't always ROAR. 

Sometimes courage is the quiet voice 
saying: ‘I will try again tomorrow’. 

May Ann Radmacher 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/pierreteil100785.html
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/pierreteil100785.html
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/pierreteil100785.html
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Vicar's Letter 
I have been Vicar of St Mary's for one year.  In many ways it is such a 

short period of time and yet at the same time it seems like I have been 

here forever.  We celebrated (or commiserated) in the Church Hall with a 

3 course meal kindly cooked by Chef Tom Reid and his able Sous Chef, 

Lizzy Wilkinson. 

It was an evening of fellowship and grateful thanks to God for all the 

blessings that have poured down upon this Church and Community 

within the past year. 

The really important messages I wanted to leave people with are as 

follows:- 

a) Hospitality and fellowship are really important in the fostering and 

building up of good relationships.  It was often the way Jesus taught and 

challenged the societal norms of His time. There is no doubt I have been 

blessed with good support and friendships that have been nurtured and 

that have grown during this year. 

b) That nothing comes for free except for God's unconditional love 

(which we all need).  Yes we had a great time, yes we had a free meal - 

but in that moment how could we show our love for others, for those who 

do not have what we have. How will people know we are Christians 

unless we show love to our brothers and sisters who are less fortunate 

than  ourselves? And so we paused to give thanks for what we shared 

whilst at the same time remembering those less fortunate than ourselves 

and so we raised £112.27 for the local food bank. 

c) That we can do nothing on our own and in our own strength.  We 

are dependent on God's grace and His providence in all that we do and 

give thanks for it. 

This celebratory night was so much more than just giving thanks for a 

new vicar (hopefully now just vicar).  It was much more about how great 

and awesome our God is.  We rightly gave all the glory and the thanks to 

Him. 

Revd. Sharon 
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Revd. Sharon with Chef Tom & Sous Chef (aka daughter) Lizzie 

Along with the  lucky Diners... 

Revd. Sharon is presented with flowers by  

Churchwardens Brian & Neal on the right ,Treasurer Barbara (left) and 

Gail (Pastoral Minister) 2nd left accompanied by Chefs Tom & Lizzie. 
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Prayerful Thought  
 
As I write this article, we have just come to the end of a period of the 
hottest June weather since the drought of the summer of 1976. I do 
remember vaguely that summer, the main thing I remember was I think 
we had a plague of ladybirds, and I remember going outside and 
dancing in the rain when it rained for the first time in what seemed like a 
long time. 
 
I’m sure some of you will have much better memories than this, but 
what I was thinking was how very hot weather seems to make me want 
to be idle. It germinates my “I can’t be bothered” seed. 
 
Now I don’t know about you, but I seem to have days or sometimes 
even weeks when I rush around with boundless energy getting (or at 
least trying get) things done, but then I also have days when I feel I just 
can’t be bothered. 
 
I remember earlier this year I had a long list of things I needed to get 
done, but it was a really nice sunny afternoon, my “I can’t be bothered” 
gene kicked in and I lazed in the conservatory dozing or reading for the 
whole afternoon. It felt like a guilty pleasure but do you know what?....I 
was able to get through all my jobs on time. 
 
I do appreciate that if you are nudging along the “Age stakes” you may 
not feel like you have any boundless energy at all, but it is all relative, 
and I am sure on some days, you “Set to” and have a good sort out of 
housework or gardening, or whatever tasks you need to do. 
 
The thing is, we shouldn’t feel guilty if we try and have a bit of a lazy 
afternoon or a lazy day. 
 
I consulted Bible Gateway - an online bible—and discovered the word 
‘tired’ appears 7 times, weary 29 and rest 508 (although that counted 
rest when used to mean like remainder as well), and perhaps like me, 
when you think of the word ‘weary’ you may recall verse 28 from 
Matthew Chapter 11 “Come to me, all who are weary and burdened and 
I will give you rest”. 
 
We are reminded only 3 chapters later, following the death of John the 
Baptist, we are reminded that Jesus came to earth to live as we do, as 
in Matthew Chapter 14 verse 13 we read that “…Now when Jesus 
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heard it, He withdrew from there in a boat, to a lonely place by 
Himself…” 
 
Jesus was weary, but of course it was very difficult for him to take rest, 
wherever he went people followed him wanting to hear him speak or 
asking him for healing. 
 
In John’s gospel, in the story of Jesus talking to the Samaritan woman 
at the well, Chapter 4, it tells us that Jesus was tired from the journey, 
and yet he was still able to talk to the woman about the ‘Living water’. 
 
Now I’m not saying this in order to have us all wearing ourselves out 
trying to do everything, no I am thinking about this as making sure we 
do take ‘time out’ to rest, to recharge our batteries. 
The holiday season is here, and yet sometimes, going on holiday can be 
tiring, there is all the preparation, all the travelling, then wanting to see 
and do lots when you are away, but just like I keep saying when talking 
about spending time with God in prayer, remember… 
 
You will never find time for anything, you must make time! 
 
So here’s your BOGOF – your Buy One Get One Free offer from God 
this summer… 
 
You can make time to pray and find rest in a few easy steps… 
 
Pick up your bible/kindle (wherever you can find your bible),  
take to a quiet spot, possibly with a nice cool drink or a fresh cup of tea 

or coffee  
Look up these four references 

Matthew 11:28-30  
Come to me, all who are weary and burdened and I will give 

you rest”. 
Don’t try to carry everything on your shoulders:  
Come to Jesus for Rest. 
 

Isaiah 40:30-31  
“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble 
and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and 
not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Imagine 
yourself as that eagle, soaring so effortlessly. We sometimes 
need that strength: Renew your Strength. 
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I Kings 19:7-9  
“The angel of the Lord came back a second time and touched him and 
said, “Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you.” So he got up 
and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he travelled for forty 
days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 
There he went into a cave and spent the night.” Follow Elijah’s 
example:  
Take a Nap. 
 
Galatians 6:9  
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up.” Don’t let yourself get too tired, that 
you are weary and ‘can’t be bothered’, remember Jesus’ promise about 
springs of living water, never being thirsty.  
Think of that promise of eternal life. 
 
If you can make time to look at these passages when you are feeling a 
bit weary, then I hope you feel refreshed and reenergised through them 
 
It may well be that those few scorching days may be the best weather 
we have this summer, but you never know, we may have some more 
sunny days for you to take advantage and have a lazy afternoon and 
recharge those batteries. 
 
With love and prayers 
Dawn x 

 
Mother’s Union visit to Burnby Hall Gardens, 
Pocklington. 

This was a lovely day out which was enjoyed by all who went, 
especially the Fish and Chips to finish the day. 

We had to fill the coach with a broad variety of people, because for 
various reasons we couldn’t fill it with people from St. Mary’s church 
and we needed the money as coaches are expensive. We eventually 
had 30 people on the trip. It proved to be a lovely experience in every 
way because of the location and broad variety of people. If you are ever 
in the Pocklington area, its well worth a visit and is very reasonably 
priced. 

Sally. 
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A Timely Intervention? 

Great news this month is that Woodkirk's church clock is back in 
action again.  About time some would say. 
I, for one,  am absolutely delighted and I am sure that the various 
folk who, over the past couple of weeks, ensured I was aware of its 
updating  were certain that I would be. 
The clock  has been out of action and undependable for some time 
now.  I guess that was because of the difficulty in raising the 
necessary cash for its repair and upkeep. 
But for quite a long time - probably stretching back a couple of years 
- I have been trying to persuade decision-makers at the church that 
it was vital for the clock to be back in action. 
 
My argument has been that the general public might quickly 
conclude that if they can't rely on the correct time being shown on a 
church clock in such a prominent position how could they possibly 
be expected to rely on any other message being proclaimed by the 
church. 
We who attend the church know that the messages we receive in 
various ways are vital, cherished and help us live our lives to the 
best extent. I believe that providing the public - as well as church 
members - with an accurate timepiece is a valued gift which will 
please many and, hopefully, help to link them increasingly closer to 
the church and its many messages. 
Malcolm 

Malcolm presides over the Duck Shoot at the Family Fun day 
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GOD’S MERCY 
 
The mercy of God is one of the most precious realities in the world, 
one of the most revealing themes in all the Bible, and one of the most 
tragically misunderstood truths about God. If you want to know who 
God really is, if you want to peek into his heart, set your eye on his 
mercy, without minimizing the fullness of his might, and take in the life
-changing panorama. 
Many of us today are prone, by nature and nurture, to see God’s 
mercy as peripheral or incidental to who he is. We suspect that 
perhaps he shows mercy by accident or weakness. But if we let the 
Scriptures have their say, we will see that when God shows his 
mercy, he does so with utter intentionality and strength, and we as his 
creatures get our deepest glimpse of who he is - not just in his 
sovereignty but his goodness. Not simply in his greatness but his 
gentleness. Not only in his towering might but also in his surprising 
tenderness. 
“God does not show mercy by accident or weakness, but always with 
utter intentionality and strength.” 
But God’s mercy not only shows us who he is, but also tells us 
something essential about ourselves. That we have been shown 
mercy means not only that we didn’t deserve his favour, but that we 
deserved his righteous hammer against the anvil of justice. Our cry 
for mercy admits to our ill-deserving, not just undeserving. By rights, 
we should be under his impending wrath, like all mankind — but for 
the “the tender mercy of our God. 
But we are not the first to peer into his heart and catch a glimpse of 
his fatherly posture toward us. God has made the world to turn again 
and again on fresh revelations of his mercy. 
Moses Saw Mercy 

The first great glimpse of God’s mercy came to Moses. In one of the 
most important passages in all the Bible, after Moses has asked God 
to show him his glory, God answers, “I will make all my goodness 
pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The Lord.’ 
And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy 
on whom I will show mercy”  
 
When asked to show his glory, God puts his goodness in grace and 
mercy on display — and his utter freedom in showing his mercy to 
whomever he chooses. Israel may not be all that more righteous than 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians, but God’s mercy on Israel is not based 
on Israel’s efforts and earning. Rather, God, as God, is utterly free to 
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show mercy to whom he will — and he has chosen to be merciful to 
his people. 
Just a few verses later, as he passes Moses by, God proclaims, 
“The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who 
will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 
the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.”  
God is not unjust; by no means will he clear the guilty and sweep sin 
under the rug. But the leading revelation of his glory is his mercy. The 
first and greatest truth for his people to know about him is he is “a 
God merciful and gracious.” His grace and mercy shine as the apex 
of his glory. He is “slow to anger” — he will show wrath, and justly so. 
It would be unloving to his people if he did not get angry when they 
were threatened and assaulted. And yet even in such justice, he 
is slow to anger. Wrath is his righteous response to evil, but it is not 
his heart. Justice is the stem; mercy is the flower. 
David Fell on Mercy 

Moses’s glimpse of the merciful God rightly became the leading 
revelation in Israel. It would be remembered, even as his people 
turned their backs to him, “the Lord your God is gracious and merciful 
and will not turn away his face from you, if you return to him”. The 
prophets celebrated him as “gracious and merciful”, but the Psalms in 
particular basked in his mercy  
It should be no surprise, then, that Israel’s great psalmist-king, David, 
would cast himself utterly on the mercy of God. He began his great 
song of confession, Psalm 51, “Have mercy on me, O God, according 
to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions”. 
“Wrath is God’s righteous response to evil, but it is not his heart. 
Justice is the stem; mercy is the flower.” 
Later, when David recognized his sin against God by numbering the 
people, the prophet Gad gave him three options for God’s discipline: 
“Shall three years of famine come to you in your land? Or will you flee 
three months before your foes while they pursue you? Or shall there 
be three days’ pestilence in your land?” (2 Samuel 24:13). David had 
glimpsed the heart of God, and he knew where to fall: “Let us fall into 
the hand of the Lord, for his mercy is great; but let me not fall into the 
hand of man”. 
Jeremiah Wept for Mercy 

In the generations after David, Israel fell into a spiral of moral decline. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Sam%2024.13
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Eventually came the bleak moment Moses had foreseen as inevitable 
in the hard and wandering hearts of the people. In 587 BC the 
Babylonians besieged, conquered, and decimated Jerusalem. It was 
the most tragic and horrific moment in all the Old Testament. The city 
was so famished and desperate that women boiled and ate their own 
babies  
Into these blackest of times, the prophet Jeremiah penned the darkest 
and most despairing verses in all the Bible: the book of Lamentations. 
Chapter 3 is the heart of his lament, where the pain is most exposed, 
and hope seems almost lost. Yet even here, faith shines forth as the 
prophet gets a glimpse into the heart of God through his mercy. 
Remember my affliction and my wanderings, the wormwood and the 
gall! My soul continually remembers it and is bowed down within 
me. But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast 
love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord 
is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in 
him.” (Lamentations 3:19–24) 
In the very time and the very place where God’s people would be 
most tempted to abandon hope, the prophet points to the mercies of 
God, never ceasing and new every day. 
Paul Marveled at Mercy 

Then, in the fullness of time, God sent his own Son not simply to 
dispense his mercy, but to embody it. Jesus is the Mercy of God 
made human. He didn’t just teach his people to echo God’s mercy in 
their lives, but he himself was, and is, the mercy of God to us. 
Fittingly, the most prominent request made of Jesus in the Gospels is, 
“Have mercy on me” which is precisely what he did in his perfect life, 
sacrificial death, and triumphant resurrection — extending God’s 
mercy not just to Israel, but to all the nations by faith. 
The apostle Paul, who received his ministry because of God’s 
mercy, became the instrument of the decisive revelation. What Moses 
first saw, and David fell on, and Jeremiah wept for, Paul saw on the 
other side of Christ, and he marveled. In all the Bible, Paul gives us 
the clearest vantage into, as Romans 9:16 says, the God “who has 
mercy” — literally, the mercy-having God. In other words, God’s 
mercy expresses his heart, as Paul will show, in a way that the 
demonstration of his wrath and the display of his power do not. 
Romans 9:22–23 gives us the deepest glimpse into God’s heart, and 
what we find at bottom is mercy. This is perhaps as deep as the Bible 
goes in explaining to us why God governs his creation as he does. 
Paul puts it in the form of a question, not because he’s unsure of the 
truth, but for rhetorical effect, because it is awesome and sobering to 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lam%203.19%E2%80%9324
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%209.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%209.22%E2%80%9323
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contemplate. 
What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his 
power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels 
of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory? 
“Our God is not just powerful. He is not simply a God of 
uncompromising justice. He is the mercy-having God.” 
Make no mistake, God does make known his omnipotence. And he 
does show his righteous wrath. He is holy. To not demonstrate wrath 
in a world of sin and rebellion against him would be untrue to himself 
and unloving to his people. God is phenomenally powerful, beyond 
our human capacity to comprehend it. And such an almighty God 
does indeed show wrath at the trampling of his glory and the harming 
of his people. But wrath is not his heart. Severity in God always 
serves his heart of mercy — to make known the riches of his glory to 
his people, who are the vessels of his mercy. 
Entrust Yourself to Mercy 

Our God is not simply sovereign, wonderful as it is to celebrate. And 
he is not only a God of uncompromising justice, thankful as we are 
that he is. He is the mercy-having God who invites us to look not only 
at his awesome authority and sovereign strength, but to set our eyes 
on his mercy and see into his very heart. 
Entrust yourself to the God who has mercy. 
Gail x 
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Family Fun Day 
We had a fantastic day on the 24th June—the weather held and we 
raised over £1,400 to make it a great day for everyone. 
Here are some of the pictures….. 

Pelting wet 

sponges at the 

Vicar proved 

popular with lots 

of people—

including both 

Churchwardens…. 
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Rather soggy Vicar…. 

The Air Cadets put on a fine display 
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 Sandra’s Plant Stall was very popular….. 

Hill Top School sang beautifully…... 
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 Charlotte painted faces…... 

...whilst Archers and footballers took aim. 
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The crowd waited expectantly…... 

...for a burger or a hot Dog….. 

More Family Fun Day Pictures... 
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An Appeal by Cancer Research UK: 
 
Early Cancer Diagnosis Will Save Lives. 
Local researchers in Leeds are beginning an exciting new 
project, funded by Cancer Research UK, to improve early 
cancer detection.  With around 29,900 people in Yorkshire and 
the Humber diagnosed with cancer each year, research into 
this area of work is essential. This innovative local research 
aims to accelerate progress towards the day when 3 in 4 
people survive their disease for 10 years or more. 
In April Professor Richard Neal embarked on the revolutionary 
Cancer Research UK funded project, CanTest, which will run for 
five years.  Richard will lead the CanTest research in Leeds, and 
alongside a hand-picked team will investigate ways of bringing new 
and improved cancer diagnostic tests straight to GPs.  The 
research will prioritise ‘difficult-to-diagnose’ cancers, which are 
also associated with poorer patient survival. 
Professor Neal said ‘This research has patients at its heart.  
Cancer diagnosis needs to be improved, and new and better cancer 
testing is central to this. 
“I am a GP myself and I know how difficult diagnosing cancer can 
be, and the difficulties that some patients have in getting a 
prompt diagnosis.  Getting the patient tested with the right test 
at the right time in the right setting should produce major 
benefits to patients and the NHS.” 
“It is thanks to gifts left in Wills to Cancer Research UK that 
researchers, like me, can continue ground-breaking work to help 
beat cancer sooner“, concluded Professor Neal. 
CanTest will work towards the discovery of new and effective 
ways for GPs to diagnose cancers and discover how to maximise 
different methods in a local surgery setting.  Ultimately this 
project has the potential to save time for GPs and patients and 
reduce the agonising apprehension of waiting for results.  With 
early diagnosis being a defining element of successful treatment 
and survival outcomes this research could be truly life-saving. 
 
Leave a life-changing legacy 
Gifts in Wills fund more than a third of Cancer Research UK’s 
work which includes essential projects like CanTest.   
For more information and to receive your free pack on writing 
your will call your local Legacy Manager: 
Jon Collins on 01423 709 380 



26 

TRINITY 
 

Many of us still remember the “Holy Ghost” from the old King James 

Version. For most modern people, a ghost is associated more with All 

Hallows’ Eve (a.k.a. Halloween) than with Pentecost Sunday. Espe-

cially in our age, the Holy Spirit is regarded (when taken seriously at 

all) as the  member of the Trinity. If you’re into that sort of thing—the 

paranormal and sensational—then Who exactly is the mysterious third 

person of the Trinity? Why does he seem to possess less reality than 

the Father and the Son? Perhaps we think of the Holy Spirit as a di-

vine force or energy that we can “plug into” for spiritual power. Or as 

the kinder and gentler—more intimate—side of God. But a person—in 

fact, a distinct person of the Godhead? 

Why do we want to challenge this association of the Spirit merely with 

the extraordinary. This is unfortunate all around, because it distin-

guishes his work too sharply from that of the Father and the Son and 

also because it distracts us from the vast range of his activity in our 

world and in our lives. On both sides of the Pentecostal divide, we too 

easily treat the Holy Spirit as a placeholder for the “extra” things in 

Christianity. Sure, we have the Father and the Son, but we also need 

the Holy Spirit. We have as Christians been  baptized in the Spirit? 

The Word is vital, but we must not forget the Spirit. Doctrine is im-

portant, but there is also experience. 

Consequently, the Spirit becomes typecast into predictable roles—

mostly cameo appearances, especially from the book of Acts—that 

provoke debates over whether we should expect the same signs and 

wonders today. We think of him when we are talking about regenera-

tion and sanctification and when we are arguing about his more con-

troversial gifts. Otherwise, he is out of sight and out of mind. 

The Holy Spirit is the easiest person of the Godhead to depersonal-

ise—and not only because of cultural forces. One might even say 

that, for the Spirit, being somewhat forgotten is an occupational haz-

ard. Some of our confusion about the Holy Spirit arises from a distor-

tion of genuinely biblical truths.  Here are four ways in which we can 
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go wrong. 

First, we must remember that God is an incomprehensible mystery. 

He has revealed enough about himself for us to apprehend him in 

faith, but we do not know his inner essence.  The subsistence’s of the 

Godhead are not persons in the way that three human beings are per-

sons, with separate centers of consciousness, wills, and so forth. 

Scripture provides us with sufficient revelation of the Spirit’s identity 

and mission, but it is often difficult for us to remain within these 

bounds. 

Even when we embrace the incomprehensible revelation of God as 

Trinity, it is not easy to connect the Holy Spirit to our experience. 

We know what a Father-Son relation is in human terms, but where 

does the Spirit fit,  We simply do not have many passages about the 

Spirit’s role in the immanent Trinity. Even in John’s Gospel where we 

find the bulk of our Lord’s teaching about the Spirit, the emphasis falls 

on the relation of Jesus as eternal Son to his Father. Nevertheless, 

we have a great deal of revelation concerning the Spirit’s mission in 

the economy of creation and redemption. 

The Holy Spirit is so actively involved in our lives, subjectively, that 

we can take his presence for granted or identify him with our own in-

ner self. 

Domesticating the Spirit to an individualistic mysticism, the Holy Spirit 

becomes one’s inmost voice.  The Holy Spirit is the person who works 

within us, even to the point of indwelling us and interceding in our 

hearts. But the Holy Spirit is not our spirit, and his voice is not to be 

confused with our own. The Spirit is a divine person within us, not a 

divine part of us. 

From a proper focus on Christ we may improperly infer that the Holy 

Spirit has a minor part in the biblical drama. 

As in the other dangers, this error is a distortion of the truth rather 

than an outright contradiction of it. After all, Jesus taught us to read 

Scripture with himself at the center (Luke 24:25–27; John 5:39). Je-



28 

 sus himself taught us that the Spirit “will bear witness about me” (John 

15:26 ESV; cf. 16:14–15).  Some compare the Holy Spirit to a spot-

light that illumines a glorious cathedral at night. One does not stare 

into the light but beholds the Saviour by that light.  We can, therefore, 

be sure where the Spirit is active: Jesus Christ is held up as the Sav-

iour of sinners. Even when we turn the spotlight on the Spirit, we find 

him engaged always in something related to Christ. 

For all of these reasons and more, we need to take a step back every 

now and again to focus on the Spirit himself—his person and work—in 

order to recognize him as someone other than Jesus or ourselves, 

much less something, such as a divine power or resource. We need 

to explore the vast territory of the Spirit’s operations. And then, hope-

fully, we obtain by this contemplation a fresh dependence on the Holy 

Spirit in every area of our lives 

Gail x 

 

 

 

 

https://amzn.to/2qvvcJe
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Churchyard News 

We seem to be just about winning the battle with the relentless nettles 

and brambles. Sunshine and rain still mean that everything is still 

growing vigorously.  

Some of older equipment is showing signs of wear and tear and so we 

have had to decide if its worth continuing with these 14 year old 

machines or investing in a new one. Thanks to your generosity we do 

have some funds available to replace rather than repair so we are 

looking to obtain a new large size mower to go with the small one we 

bought earlier this year. Watch this space for more on this subject 

The section of graveyard adjacent to the dual carriageway wall is 

cleared all the way along now thanks to Brian and his wife, plus there 

is a clear way right through now to Row ‘A’ from the church.  

Many people doing small amounts has really helped and the Scouts 

are planning to come and help in early July as part of their training, so 

we are looking forward to that. 

David. 

A new mower is 

on the cards... 
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1st Woodkirk Brownies 

It has been another busy year for the Brownies. Over the last year we 
have worked on a number of challenge badges and interest 
badges.  The Brownies always enjoy crafts.  We hold two craft nights 
with the Rainbows.  One at Christmas and one at Easter.  We invite 
siblings and encourage parents to be involved.   

Last autumn we started with ephemeral art using natural 
materials.  We held a Disney night and a pyjama party to celebrate 
new Brownies making their promise.  Leading up to Christmas we 
worked on the North Pole Challenge which the Brownies really 
enjoyed.  We ended the year with a craft night with the Rainbows.   

At the start of 2017 we worked on the Brownie adventure and visited 
the pantomime at Morley. Town hall.  As always the Brownies enjoyed 
making crafts for St Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day.  Some of our 
Brownies attended the Calder Division Event in April – Flights of 
Fancy where they worked with over 200 Brownies, Rainbows and 
Guides from our Division to make biscuits, butterflies and kites.  The 
girls received a fantastic badge designed by members of Calder 
Division. The spring term ended well with an Easter Craft night. 

The summer started with more work on the Brownie Adventure, a 
promise party and crafts.  Thirteen of our Brownies had an amazing 
night in May where they slept at The Deep in Hull.  The Brownies 
arrived once the aquarium was closed to the public.  They received a 
guided tour where they got to stroke a starfish and pat a sea urchin! 
The Brownies got to see The Deep at night with special lighting to 
mimic the animals’ natural sleep cycle.  Woodkirk Brownies slept in 
front of the largest tank – Endless Oceans, next to sharks, turtles and 
rays.  It was an amazing night and we hope we can take part in 
another sleepover soon.  This half term we are working on the 
Peacock challenge badge which the girls voted to complete. 

We are looking forward to planning a new programme in September. 
If you would like more information about guiding please visit https://
www.girlguiding.org.uk/ .  

Hannah Tombling 

Leader 
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The Brownies had an amazing night in May where they slept at The 

Deep in Hull 
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Poetry Corner 
I am the vicar, I am. 
 
I am the pastor, the carer, the listener 
the one with the time to drop everything and 
I also understand global politics and immigration and 
I am the one who knows about Afghanistan 
and cares about ‘our boys’ 
and I care about speed-humps; graffiti; litter 
and the positioning of zebra crossings near schools. 
I am passionate about school assemblies 
council meetings; mums and toddlers and also 
I am good at one-to-one and small groups and 
I listen and empathise and at the same time 
I am the one who plans and strategises and 
I am the one who understands budgets and decides  
if we can buy any staples or replace the heating system. 
I am the vicar, I am. 
 
I am the quiet reflective prayer and 
I am the speaker, the enthuser, the motivator, the learned teacher and 
I can engage a room of 10, 50, 300 people with no problem because 
I am the one who relates particularly well to children; older people 
the middle-aged; the jobless; the employed; the doctors; teenagers 
and I am the one who is always one step ahead  
and I am the one who is endearingly disorganised. 
I am the vicar, I am. 
 
I care passionately about church politics 
I care passionately about domestic abuse 
I care passionately about the plight of Anglo Catholics 
women priests; gay clergy; evangelicals and 
I listen to the pope 
the archbishop and Rob Bell. 
I am up-to-date with theological developments. 
I understand the history of the reformation 
the armed forces; the war; the government; the deanery 
the Jewish background of Jesus and 
I care about the excluded and 
I manage my admin and 
I know how to access children’s services. 
I am the vicar, I am. 
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I am the one in whom trust is placed 
I am the one in whom grumbles are placed 
I am the one who is always talking to everyone else 
I am the one who models worship 
marriage; family; gardening; conversation; baking; prayer 
listening; talking; planning. 
I often get it wrong. 
I am the one who has to keep my doubts under wraps and 
I am also the one who is vulnerable and dependable, stable, 
trustworthy. 
I am the vicar, I am. 
 
I am the one who chairs meetings 
I am the one who manages group discussions 
I am the manager of an organisation that employs only me 
I am the volunteer co-ordinator, the opinion co-ordinator 
the trespasser on the territory of people who have been around a lot 
longer than me and will be there after me. 
I understand the heating system; the financial system;  
the rota system. 
I am the vicar, I am. 
 
I love committees. 
I drink tea with older people and coffee with younger people 
I listen to stories of bus routes and hospital visits and 
I believe in transforming our community through the power of Jesus. 
I am the one who is very tired. 
I am the one who hates wearing dresses but still smiles 
and would love to be muddy all the time. 
I am the one who only works one day a week. 
I am the one who loves this job. 
I am the one who is making it up as I go along. 
I am the one who would not swap this for anything. 
I am the vicar, I am. 
 
written by Kevin Lewis 
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Barbara’s Funny Bone. 
 
Prayer Time 
The little boy was saying his go-to-bed prayers in a very low  

voice. "I can't hear you, dear," his mother whispered.  

"Wasn't talking to you," said the small one firmly.  

 

Tea Time 
A little boy had been very naughty and as a punishment his  

mother told him he would go without his favourite vegetable.  

He sat down for a meal, his mother served, carrots, corn, - -  

and? "It's no use waiting," said his mother, "I told you, no  

peas for the wicked."  
 

Scary time 
The preacher was wired for sound with a lapel mike, and as  

he preached, he moved briskly about the platform, jerking  

the mike cord as he went. Then he moved to one side,  

getting wound up in the cord and nearly tripping before  

jerking it again.  

After several circles and jerks, a little girl in the third pew  

leaned toward her mother and whispered, "If he gets loose,  

will he hurt us?"  
 
 
No Time... 
A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as fast  

as she could, trying not to be late for church. As she ran she  

prayed, "Dear Lord, please don't let me be late! Dear Lord,  

please don't let me be late!"  

While she was running and praying, she tripped on a curb  

and fell, getting her clothes dirty and tearing her dress. She  

got up, brushed herself off, and started running again. As  

she ran she once again began to pray, "Dear Lord, please  

don't let me be late ... But please don't shove me either!"  
 

Barbara 
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SANDRA'S SEASONAL SUGGESTIONS 

 

Here are a few tips for July. Hopefully Summer is in full swing 
and you should be harvesting salad crops, peas and potatoes 
by now with maybe strawberries and other soft fruits for 
puddings. 

1. Sow late Carrots. 

2. Gather the last of the peas and clear the ground. 

3. Harvest Shallots, Onions and Garlic as their leaves turn 
brown. 

4. Feed containers every two weeks for the rest of the 
season. Use liquid or water soluble fertiliser high in 
potash. 

5. During mid to late summer, feed your lawn twice a month 
with a fast acting fertiliser.  

6. Cut off any Potato leaves affected by blight and burn. 

7. Plant a second bed of sweetcorn in between your onions. 
Once the Onions are gone the Sweetcorn will have room 
to grow. 

8. Feed Tomatoes every other week with a high potash liquid 
feed. 

9. Sow Autumn crops such as Radicchio, Pak Choi, Mizuna 
and Endive. 

10. Cut off Strawberry runners as they appear (unless you 
want to make new plants) 

 
 

Sandra. 
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Albert’s TV Stars Quiz 
Name the TV stars who played the following roles (initials ar given). 

1. Baldrick in ‘Blackadder’. (TR) 

2. Doctor Who (SM) 

3. Angela Channing—Falcon’s Crest (JW) 

4. Bergerac (JN) 

5. Percy Sugden ‘Coronation Street’. (BW) 

6. Dot Cotton—’Eastenders’ (JB)  

7. Jessica Fletcher- ‘Murder She Wrote’ (AL) 

8. Robert McCall—’The Equaliser’ (EW) 

9. Nora Batty—’Last of the Summer Wine’ (KS) 

10. Laura Wilde—’Howard’s Way’ (KO) 

11. Hannibal—’The A Team’ (GP) 

12. Rene Artois—’Allo Allo’ (GK) 

13. Mary Beth Lacey—’Cagney & Lacey’ (TD) 

14. Corporal Jones—’Dad’s Army’ (CD) 

15. Albert—’Steptoe & Son’ (WB) 

16. Hawkeye—’Mash’ (AA) 

17. Bradley Hardacre—’Brass’ (TW) 

18. Jim London—’Home James’ (JD) 

19. Fletcher—’Porridge’ (RB) 

20. Sybil—’Fawlty Towers’ (PS) 

21. Purdy—’The Avengers’ (JL) 

22. John Drake—’Dangerman’ (PM) 

23. Bluebottle—’The Goon Show’ (PS) 

24. Yosser—’Boys from the Black Stuff’ (BH) 

25. Shoestring (TE) 

26. Colombo (PF) 

27. Elsie Tanner—’Coronation Street’ (PP) 

28. Eccles—’The Goon Show’ (SM) 

29. Miss Jones—’Rising Damp’ (FDLT) 

30. Tim Lumsden—’Sorry’ (RC) 

 

Albert         Answers on P37 
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Cuddly toys 

I would just like to pass on my thanks to all of you who contributed to 
the cuddly toy appeal for the Family Fun Day. I was beginning to think 
we would not have enough for a stall but once again the friends of St. 
Mary's came through in a wonderful show of generosity. We have 
some left which we will save for the Christmas Fayre but no doubt 
another appeal will be made to top them up. 

Once again, many thanks. 

Sandra 

 

Answers to Albert’s Quiz:- 1. Tony Robinson 2. Sylvester McCoy 3. 
Jane Wyman 4. John Nettles 5. Bernard Waddington 6. June Brown 
7. Angela Lansbury 8. Edward Woodward 9. Kathy Staff 10. Kate 
O’Mara 11. George Peppard 12. Gordon Kaye 13. Tyne Daly 14. 
Clive Dunne 15. Wilfred Bramble 16. Alan Alda 17. Timothy West 18. 
Jim Davison 19. Ronnie Barker 20. Prunella Scales 21. Joanna Lum-
ley 22. Patrick McGoohan 23. Peter Sellars 24. Bernard Hill 25. Tre-
vor Eve 26. Peter Falk 27. Pat Phoenix 28. Spike Milligan 29. Frances 
de la Tour 30. Ronnie Corbett. 
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Diary for the coming weeks 
(Morning Prayer will take place at 9.00am Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri.) 
July 
1st Sat 9:30am Church & Churchyard Clean up 
2nd Sun 10.30am Holy Communion  
3rd Mon 7:00pm Wardens Meeting 
  8:00pm IT Meeting 
5th Wed 10.00am Holy Communion—God’s Goodness 
9th  Sun 10:30am All Age Service 
  12 noon Holy Communion 
10th Mon 7:30pm PCC Meeting 
12th Wed 10:00am Morning Praise with Gail 
16th Sun 10:30am Holy Communion 
  12:30pm Holy Baptism 
17th Mon 7:30pm Mission Group Meeting at Vicarage 
19th Wed 10:00am Holy Communion—BCP 
20th Thu 11:00am Holy Communion at Lydgate Lodge 
23rd Sun 10:30am Holy Communion 
  12:30pm Holy Baptism 
24th Mon 7:30pm Social Group Meeting at Vicarage 
26th Wed 10:00am Holy Communion—Iona 
30th Sun 10:30am Holy Communion 
  12:30pm Holy Baptism 
August 
2nd Wed 10:00am Holy Communion—Healing 
4th Fri 1:00pm Wedding 
5thSat 9:30am Church & Churchyard Clean up 
  1:00pm Wedding 
  4:00pm Wedding 
6th Sun 10:30am Holy Communion 
7th Mon 7:00pm Wardens Meeting 
  8:00pm IT Meeting 
9th Wed 10.00am Holy Communion—God’s Goodness 
13th Sun 10:30am All Age Service 
  12 noon Holy Communion 
14th Mon 7:30pm PCC Meeting 
16th Wed 10:00am Holy Communion—BCP 
17th Thu 11:00am Holy Communion at Lydgate Lodge 
20th Sun 10:30am Holy Communion 
21st Mon 7:30pm Mission Group Meeting at Vicarage 
23rd Wed 10:00am Holy Communion—Iona 
27th Sun 10:30am Holy Communion 
  2:00pm Wedding 
28th Mon 7:30pm Social Group Meeting at Vicarage 
30th Wed 10:00am Holy Communion—Healing 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 
BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our church family:- 
Emily Faith Carwood 
Eliza Beatrice Tune 
Seth James Tune 
Layla Grace Wood 
Mikah Rose Arundel 
 
Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child: 
Evelyn May Waite-Rossini 

DEATHS We give thanks for the lives of:- 

George Carrigill 

Vera Chadwick 

 

May there always be work for your hands to do. 
May your purse always hold a coin or two. 
May the sun always shine upon your window pane. 
May a rainbow be certain to follow each rain. 
May the hand of a friend always be near to you and 
May God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you. 
     (Traditional blessing) 

WEDDINGS    Please pray for all 
couples who are were married at St 
Mary’s in May 2017: 

Daniel Hawridge 
Nicola Murrish 
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Parish Centre Rentals 

We have space for Groups 

who may be interested in 

using the Parish Centre on a 

Monday or Wednesday  

evening. 

Nominal Cost is £50 for  

3 hours. 

Contact: Sally Shaw 

01924 475048 for more  

information. 

Advertise in  

St Mary’s Parish Magazine 

Contact: The Editor (see page 2) 

Annual Fee for  Advertising 2015: 

Quarter Page £30.00 

Half Page £60.00 

Full Page £100.00 
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Shirl’s  Curls 
Local fully qualified Ladies Mobile Hairdresser with over 20 years’ 

experience. 
Shirley brings the professional salon experience to you in  

the comfort of your home, without the stress of travelling or 
parking. 

Specialising in cutting/styling, foils, colouring and perming. 

                                    

 

 

 

Get in touch to discuss your needs and to book an appointment. 

To Contact Shirley Tel : 07805 804 015 

Did you know? 

 

We place our Parish Magazine on our website each 

month therefore YOUR Advert reaches many more 

people. 

 

St Mary’s Church engaging with the local 

community and supporting local business owners. 
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What’s on 

Mothers’ Union  3rd Monday in the month 2:00 pm  
   Brenda Dixon 0113 253 4078 

Playgroup    Monday, Tuesday & Thursday  
    9:30am to 12:00pm 
    Becky Schofield 07811 146958  

Girl Guides   Tuesday 7:30pm 
    Vikki Springett 07841 513530 

Toddler Group   Wednesday 9:15-11:00am 
    Sally Shaw 01924 475048 

Rainbows    Thursday 5.30 - 6.30pm 
    Ruth Osenton-Brown 01924 607393  

Brownies    Thursday 6.30 - 7.45pm 
    Hannah Tombling 01924 501892 

Keep Fit Class  Thursday 8:00pm 
    Margaret Hampshire 01924 476721 

Young at Heart  1st & 3rd Thursdays 2:00pm 
    Brenda Dixon 0113 253 4078 

Beavers   Friday 5:00pm to 6:15 pm 
    Gail Townsend 0113 252 8710 

Cubs    Friday 6:30pm to 7:45 pm 
    Marianne Ingham 07778 542302 

Scouts    Friday 8:00 pm to 9:30 pm 
    Trevor Holdsworth 0113 253 0927 

Explorer Scouts  Friday 7:45 pm to 9:30 pm 
    Chris Ingham 07816 517838 
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Services 
 1st Sunday of the month: 

  10:30am Holy Communion  

2nd Sunday of the month: 

  10:30am  All Age Worship for adults and children 

  12:00pm   Holy Communion  

3rd Sunday of the month 

  10:30am Holy Communion  

4th Sunday of the month: 

  10:30am Holy Communion  

5th Sunday of the month 

  10:30am All Age Holy Communion for adults and children 

Wednesdays: 

  10:00am Holy Communion  

3rd Thursday: 

  11:00am Holy Communion at Lydgate Lodge 

 

Morning Prayer 9.00am—Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 

 
To arrange for Baptisms please contact: Liz Aveyard  
on 07791 324221 
 
Baptisms held at 12.30pm on 1st, 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
 
To book weddings, funerals, or the reading of banns please 
contact our Coordinator, Gail Townsend (0113 2528710) email: 
Gail.Townsend12@gmail.com  


